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Studious CarrCHI1STS. 


ANY, you know, have done wor- 

thily in Compoſing and Explaining 
Catechiſms, chat are to furniſh your Learners 
with the more Eminent and Fundamental 
Portions of the Chriſtian Doctrine. O how 
well repleniſh'd is our happy Ifle with ſuch 
uſeful Labours! O, that they may be much 
us'd, and bleſs'd for the large Diſſeminating 
of Holy Light and Knowledge! But yer, 
have you not ſeen amidſt your Work, and a+ 
midſt the Number of Doctrinal Catechiſms, 
ſome Need of, at leaſt ſome Uſe for, One ot 
another Nature? viz. One that might com- 
municate ſome Reaſon with Religion, and 
might adminiſter to your riper Catechumens 
at leaſt, ſome. Argument and Evidence of 
that Sacred, Venerable Doctrine you are in- 
ſtilling into them? You are ſatisty d, I know, 
that they ſhou'd have a better Foundation for 
theit Belief of the Principles you teach them, 
4 2 than 
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than barely this, That ſo they were taught, 
and fo learnt in their Childhood from their 
Parents and other Inſtructors. 

A greater Leader and Encourager to ſuch 
a Rational Catechiſm you will ſcarce find, 
than the truly Reverend and Excellent Mr, 
Robert Fleming; One, whoſe Heart ſeems 
intent on Recommending Religion by its own 
Light, and illuſtrious Evidence. So that an 
Apology, even for a mean Attempt of this 
Nature, will ſeem next to ſuperfluous to him 
that reads but the Poſitions, that are Prelimi- 


vary and Previous to his Confirming Work of 


Religion, There he'il tell ye, that One of the 
higheſt Services of theſe Times, for the Pub- 
lick Good of the Church, does lye here, to have 
the Faith of Aſſent (as he calls it) to the 
Truth and Doctrine of Chriſt, on its own 
Evidence, more vigorouſly promoted. He'll 
tell you too, That it wou'd be of greateſt 
Uſe and Advantage for the ſame End, that 
the young Growth, now coming up in the 
Church, were put to give ſome explicit Evi- 
dence of their Conſent and Choice of their 
Profeſſion of Chriſt : And he'll tell ye allo, 
That there now ſeems to be ſome Remarkable 
Call to ſuch a Confirming Work in this Day, 
about the Chriſtian Faith. Which Suppoſition 
of his, he there ſupports by thefe three Con- 
ſiderations (to him, doubtleſs, very firm and 
ſure). 1. That the promis'd Time of the 


Fews Converſion does aſſuredly draw near. 
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2. That a large Extent of the Profe ſſion of 
Chriſt amongſt the Gentz/es is enſur'd there- 
with, To each of which, ſurely, cach Chri- 
ſian Spirit can't but ſay, Amen. The Lord 
of Life and Grace haſten them both! Then, 
3. That Popery ſeems to be upon one of its 
lalt and greateſt Aſſaults againſt the Church. 
Doubtleſs the Pillars of the Popiſh Intereſt 
are unweariedly conſulting its Support and 
Propagation, But it is to be Hop'd and 
Pray d, that the God of the Reformation will 
not reverſe the many Shocks and Threats he 
has given to the Pop:ſþ Intereſt, ſince the Re- 
verend Author beheld and mention'd that 
great Aſſault, Yet let us not be ſecure, we 
tufficiently provoke our God againſt us. Bur 
it we may yet fear Popi/ſh Aſſaults abroad, 
what ſhall we fay to Den and Infidelity at 
Home? O .whas a Prophane, unbelicving 
Spirit is gone out among us? "The Oracles of 
God are inwardly diſcredited, openly ſcorned 
and refus'd. A Deiſtical Spirit, and Con- 
tempt egregious of the Perſon and Authority 
of the Lord j:ſus, makes a Dangerous Aſlault 
againſt his Church, and the Faith. once de- 
aver'd to his Saints. Defections from aud 
Re jections of the Chriſtian Truth and Reli- 
gion, I fear, are ſadly numerous. And if it 
be fo, who can but lay it to Heart! At 
lealt, who can but join Hearts with that holy 


Man in his Deſire and With, O that ſome 


Way be rais'd up in this diſinal Hour (this 
A 3 Hour 
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Hour of 'Temptation, Infidelity and Apoſta- 
cy) with ſomething of that ancient Spirit, to 
travel with Deſire for the Salvation of Man- 
kind, and of whom it may be ſaid, as of Bleſt 
Nehemiah, Theſe are indeed come to 2 the 


Welfare of the People in their greateſt Inte- 
reſt © O that ſuch a Spirit may be pour'd 


out on the Ambaſſadors of the Lord Jeſus! 
Is Sacred Chriſtianity ignorantly diſparag'd 
and traduc'd ? and is it not meet, then, we 
ſnou'd look into its aſcertaining Foundation 
and Evidence? That we ſee and hear what it 
can ſay for it ſelf, and endeavour to convey. 
{ome of its Credentials to its junior Profeſ- 
ſors? That this might be the more eaſily 
done, I have waited in Hopes, that (upon 
the Recommendation of it by ſo great and 
good a Hand) ſome Skilful Scribe or other 
wou'd prepare a Catechiſm calculatgd for that 
Service, Not hearing of any, I was williog 
to provide my ſelt, as I can. The Task to 
ſuch a One was difficult enough. Soon found 
I my ſelf grovell'd about Matter and Me- 
thod, and Reaſons that are, in ſuch a Work, 
to be produc'd : They muſt not be ſuch as 
depend upon large Hiſtory, Criticiſm, ©r 
long Trains of Deduction. The more obvi- 
ous, brief and conciſe, the better. The A- 
ſemblies Catechiſm being ſo ordinarily learnt, 
and being ſo comprehenſive of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, I was willing to trace, as far as I 
well cou'd, the Difterence of Religion, ** 
| 8 3 the 
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land; or of that, that has been deſcrib'd 


aim'd at, when they went about Conſirming 
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the ſeveral States of Mankind, I was willing 
ro introduce, that the Reaſon of its preſent 
State might the better appear. 'The Reaſon | 
alſo of the Publick Chriſtian Worſhip was | 
meet to be inſerted, together with the Con- | 
firmation, that the conſtant Tradition and 1 
Succeſſion of it affords to Chriſtianity : That 
{ the Reaſon of that Authoritative Prohibi- | 
| 
| 


tion, Not forſaking the Aſſembling of your 
ſelves. together, may appear, and there ma 
be an Inſtigation to profeſs'd Chriſtians, 
conſcientiouſly to attend thoſe Public Solem- 
nities, that, among other Uſes, were ordain'd |} 
to celebrate, ſupport, and propagate the Lord: 
Jeſus's Name and Renown in the World. 1 
The Name, Confirmation, is ambiguous | 
enough, neither is it any Place here to en- "1 
quire into its various Significations; or to 
conſider the Nature and Deſign of that So- | 
lemnity among the Apoltles, wherein, by 
Laying on of their Hands, were convey'd. | 
divers Gifts of the Holy. Gholt unto the Diſ= 
ciples ; which by ſome, is call'd Confirma- | 
tion ; or of that, that, under the ſame Name, 1 
is prattis'd in the Church. of Rome, or of | 
that, that is in Uſe in the Church of Eng- 


and deſired by divers Divines that have diſ- 
ſented from both. Tis plain, or intellectual 
rational Confirmation that is here intended; 
ſuch as the Apoſtles and Primitive Miniſters 
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the Souls of the Diſciples, and Confirming 
the Churches; Confirming, it may be, thoſe 
Diſciples, whom they had before, in the firſt 
Senfe, confirm'd ; that is, on whom they 
had formerly laid their Hands, , in Order to 
convey Eminent Gifts of the Spirit; Even 
they, by the further Light and Demonſtra- 
tion brought them by the Apoſtles, might 
have their Minds and Conſciences yet more 
eſtabliſh'd, and ſecur'd in the Belief and En- 
tertainment of that holy 'Trath and Religion 
that had been deliver'd unto them. 

This poor Compoſure humbly aiming at 
fuch Service, as may well be aſham'd of the 
Light: Its Poverty and Defects, the Judicious 
will ſoon fee. And fo let em, that they may 


be prompted thereby to a more accommoda- 


ted Performance. Perhaps ſome Anſwers 
conſiſt of too many Particulars; but how 
cou'd it be help'd, unleſs, each Particular 
had made an Anſwer to a diſtin& Queſtion ? 
And what Relief wou'd that have been ? 
Beſides, I have known Anſwers, conſiſting 
of more Particulars, than any One here does, 
diſtinctly rehearſed by a Child of fix or ſe- 
ven Years old. Some Scriptures, indeed, are 
added, where the Authority of the Bible is. 
not yet ſuppos'd, or taken for granted ; but 
that is only to ſhew that that Book hints 
ſuch Arguments as Naturaliſts themſelves 
make uſe of. In fine, the poor Piece can 
appear no other, than as a feeble Eſſay, 
| : deſigning 
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deſigning to invite or provoke ſome able Head 
and Hand to furniſh out a more competent 
Compoſure; which if it do, its Author will 
think it ſerviceable indeed. Happy you that 
are training up young Souls for the Lord 
Chriſt! Happy you, it you can help them to 
{ce and receive ſome of that heavenly Light 
the Lord Jeſus brought with him, and left 
behind him in the World! May that aſcend- 
ed, anointed, glorify'd Head, proſper and 
crown your Services and Souls! And may 
you then be inclin'd to pray for an Unwor- 
thy Fellow-Servant, but an Unfeigned Eſtee- 
mer of your Work and You, 


: F. Reynolds. 


— — 


Publiſh'd by the ſame AurROR, 
1 Ex QUIRIES concerning the Stats 


and Oeconomy of the Angelical | 


Worlds. 8v0o. 


II. A Practical Diſcourſe of Reconciliatiotf 


between God and Man, wherein it is diſ- 
tinguiſhed from all the Counterfeit Appear- 
ances of it in the World. Together with 
a Serious and penetrating Conviction of the 
Enmity of M:n againſt God, in the pre- 
ſent Fallen State; and a Pathetick and 


Practical Addreſs to Sinners to be Recon- 


ciled. To which are ſubjoyned, ſome So- 
lemn and Awtul Diſcourſes, concerning 
the Glorious Appearance of Chriſt to judge 
the World. With a Recommendatory Pre- 
face, by the Reverend Dr. Iſaac Watts. 
8 vo. | 

III. A Diſcourſe concerning Sacred Zeal ? 
Shewing, 1. The Nature and Characters 
of Sacred Zeal. 2. The Regulation and 
Management of it. 3. The Motives to it, 
or Arguments perſuaſive and incentive to 
the Affection and Practice of it. 890. 
IV. Death's Viſion: A Philaſophical Sacred 
Poem. Price 23. 6 d. 40. 
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Queſt. 1. 48 * a great and excellent End ta 
aim at 


Anſev. Ves; one far more Great and Excellent, than 
leaſing this corruptible Fleſh, or ſeeking this periſhing 
orld. Rom. 8. 13. Mart 8. 36. 


Q. 2. How does it appear that Man bas ſuch an excel- 
lent End to aim at? 


A. It appears by ſuch Conſiderations as theſe: 
1. We have a reaſonable Mind and Underſtanding, 
capable of much Improvement by Divine Knowledge 
and Wiſdom. Jas 32. 8. Tobn 17. 3. 

2. We have a rational Will and large Deſires, that 
muſt be ſatisfy'd with ſomething better than this periſh- 
ing World can give. Fcc/e/. 1. 14. Chap. 3. 1, 11. 

3. We have an accuſing, guilty Conſcience, which is, 
upon good Grounds, to be quieted and appeas'd. Prev. 
20. x Rom. 2. 15. 

. We are continually liable to Sorrows and Death it 
ſelf, againſt which we want to be reliev'd and comforted. 
Job . I, 2. Rom. 5. 12. | 

5. It is plain this V'orld was made for the Uſe and 
Benefit of Man ; and therefore Man muſt be made for 
ſomething better than the World. P/a/m 104. 13, 14. 
Ger. 1. 26, 27, 28. Chap. 2. 19. 

Q. Fl What is this Grear and Excellent End of Man ? 

A. It muſt needs be the Glorifying of God, and the 
Enjoying of Him for ever. 1 Cer. 10. 31. Pſalm 70 25. 
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2 A Confirming Catechiſm. 

Q. 4. How does it appear, that it muſ} be our End to 
glorifie God ? | 

A. It appears by ſuch Reaſons as theſe ; 

1. If we gloriſie not God, we are unworthy of theſe 
Souls, that are ſo fitted to honour and glorifie Him. 


 Pjalm 139. 14. 


2. We are in a World full of his wonderful Works, 
that invite and call us to glorifie Him. P/a/m 104. 24. 
P/alm 107. 21, 135 
3. Whom ſhou'd we admire and glorifie, but Him 
that has ſo curiouſly made us? P/a/m 100. 3, 4. 
P/alm 139. 14, 15, 16. | 

4. The Glorifying of God is the Way to enjoy Him 
for ever. P/alm 50. 23. 

Q. 5. How does it appear, that it muſt be our End to 
enjoy God ? 

A. It muſt be our great End to enjoy God, for, 

1. If we can't enjoy Him, we can have no laſtin 
Happineſs, for all other Things are empty, vain — 
vexatious. Eccleſ. 1. 2, 3, 4. 

2. Our Souls are too high and noble for the mean 


Enjoyments of this World, and therefore muſt be for 


God. Col. 3. 1] 20. 4% 16, 18. 

3. God is continually drawing us towards Himſelf by 
his conſtant Mercies and Benefits. As 17. 26, 27. 

4. God's Love and Goodneſs aſſures us, that if we 
glorifie Him, we ſhall enjoy Him, and be happy in Him. 


Dla. 45: 19 


Q. 6. by do you believe that there is a God ? 
A. I may well believe that there is a God, when I 
conſider ſuch Things as theſe : | 


1. The wonderful Frame of Heaven and Earth, con- 


taining ſo many beautiful Lights, ſo many regular and 
conſtant Motions, ſo many different Parts, and os all 
ſo neceſſary and uſeful, does mightily argue a wile and 
great God that made them all. P/a/x 19. 1, 2. 

2. The Riches and Furniture of the Earth, ſo well 
prepar'd for the Beaſts; the great Variety, and Uleful- 
neſs, and Sagacities of the Reaf's, ſo well prepar'd for 
the Service of Man, do beſpeak a gracious God, that ſo 
ordain'd 'em. P/alm 104. 5, to 19. Th 

C 


contri 


Q 

A. 
perfec 
Equal 


—— — - 


A Confirming Catechiſm. 3 

3. The curious Contrivance of Man's Body, conſiſting 
of ſo many Parts, and Joints, and Veſſels, and all fitted to 
ſuch excellent Deſigns and Uſes, ſhews that there is a moſt 
wiſe Maker of it. 7% 10. 11, 12. P/alm 139. 13, to 17. 

4. The Soul of Man, endow'd with ſo many Powers, 
as Reaſon and, Will, Memory and Conſcience; and 
made capable to know, and fear, and worſhip God, 
proclaims that he is, and that he made us to be his Wor- 
ſhippers. Gen. 2. 7. Zech. 12. 1. 

5. If there were no God, there 'wou'd be no juſt 
Principles to govern the World ; no Sin, nor Duty; no 
Conſcience or Fear of another World; fo all wou'd 
live according to Luſt or Humour ; and fo run the World 
into Confuſion. Rom. 5. 13. 

Q. 7. Do you think, then, that this World is of it ſelf 
eternal ? 


A. No; it is not likely to be of its ſelf eternal, if 


we conſider, 

1. That what is of it ſelf eternal, would rather prove 
one conſtant Being, or Frame of conſtant, unchangeable 
Beings ; and not a Frame of ſuch * changing 
Things, as this World does conſiſt of. 


2. That Eternity wou'd rather belong to the moſt 


excellent Being in our World; and therefore Man ſhou'd 
be rather Eternal, than this ſenſeleſs Earth on which we 
tread, 

3. It is obſerv'd, that, notwithſtanding Diſeaſes and 
Wars, the Number of Men does continually encreaſe 
on the Earth; if then, the World had been Eternal, the 
Namber of Men had been long ago too many to dwell 
on the Face of the Earth. Ger. 6. 1. Chap. 10.5, 32. 

4. The great Difference of the ſeveral Parts of the 
World, together with their ſtrange Motions, and mu- 
tual Harmony and Agreement, all combining to make 
vp the Order, and Beauty, and Uſefulneſs of the whole, 
do demonſtrate that ſome boundleſs Wiſdom and Power 
contriv'd and made it. Rom. 1. 20. As 4. 24. 

Q. 8. Why do you believe that there is but one Cod? 

A. Becauſe He that is God, is the moſt Excellent, 
Perfect, Blefled Being; and ſo has no Superiour, nor 


Equal; and therefore, can be but One. Pja/m 89. 6. 
E | Q. 9. 
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4 A Confirming Catechiſm. 
Q. 9. Why did this Blefſed God make the World ? 
A. Since He needed nothing, He made the World 
; only for his own good Pleaſure, and his own Glory, 
| Atts 17. 25. Rev. 4. 11. | 
| Q. 10. Does God by his Providence rule the World, 
that he has made ? 

A. Yes; We may be aſſur'd that he does ; for, 

1. Since he has made it for his good Pleaſure and 
Glory, he will certainly manage it ſo as to ſerve his 
good Pleaſure and Glory. Eph. 1. 11. 

2. We ſee, that tho' the ſeveral Parts of the World a 
are continually changing and altering; yet the entire 
Frame is preſerv'd in its Beauty and Uſefulneſs from Age 
to Age. Pſalm 119. 89, go, 91. 

3. We ſee that Kingdoms and States are ſo ſtrangely 
overturn'd and over- rul'd, that all are ſometimes con- 
ſtrain'd to admire the Wonders of a diſpoſing Provi- L 
dence. Dan. 2. 20, 21. 

4. We find that great Things are made to depend up- P 
on ſmall Ones, even upon ſmall unforeſeen Accidents D 
and Circumſtances; that an over-ruling Hand may be 


\ 


obſerv'd in all. Gen. 37. 4 15, Cc. Exod. 2. 2, 
to 11. 1 Sam. 17. 17, 18, &c. pre 
Q. 11. Since God is thus the Maker and Preſerver of * 


the World, what is the Duty we owe to God? lit 

A. We owe to God all Admiration, and Reverence, N 
and Honour, on the Account of his Greatneſs, and Wiſ⸗ 8 
dom, and Power; all Love and Thankfulneſs on the Ac- 45 
count of his Goodneſs and Love to Men; all Fear, and 
Worſhip; and Obedience, becauſe of his juſt Authority 
and Dominion over us. Ter. 5. 22. Rev. 15. 4 
P/alm 95. 2, 3, 4. Pſalm 100. 3, 4. 

Q. 12. I Mankind inclin d and willing to render thii 
Duty to God ? 

A. No. On the contrary, Mankind is 9 ſin 
ful, ungrateful, and rebellious againſt God ; quite alien: 
ted from Him, and from the Duty we owe Him. Ger 
6. 5. Eb. 4. 17, 18. Rom. 3. 9. 

Q. 13. Hot does it appear that Mankind is thus aliens 
ted from God ? | 

A. It appears divers Ways, as, 


CY 
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1. By that natural Backwardneſs that there is in all 
our Hearts, to know, and ſeek, and ſerve God. Rom. 
1. 21. Job 21. 14, 15. 
14 2. By the conſtant Inclination that there is in us to the 
Vanities of the World, to the Pleaſures of the Fleſh, 
and ſuch ſenſual: Delights, as eſtrange and withdraw the 
He irt and Mind from God. 2 Tim. 3. 4. Titus 3. 3. 

3. By the Difficulty that good Miniſters find, to do” 
good upon their Hearers, and to perſwade them to be 
religious, and Lovers of God. As 19. 31. 2 Cor. 12. 
20, 21. - 

4. By the Difficulty that good Magiſtrates find, to 
promote, even by their Laws and Commands, Religion 
and Reformation among their Subjects. 

5. By the Difficulty that good Men find, to walk in 
that Holineſs and Duty that is, in ſome meaſure, their: 
Love and Delight. Rom. 7. 15, 18, 21, 22, 23. 

6. By the general and conſtant Forgetfulneſs of ap- 
proaching Death, and what muſt follow thereupon. 

7. By the unavoidable Calamities, and Sorrows, and' 
Death, that reign over all Mankind. Rom. 6. 23. 

Q. 14. Do, then, the Calamities and Death of Man 
proclaim the Sinfulneſs of the World 

A. Yes ſurely ; for 1. We can't reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
a good God wou'd make innocent Creatures unavoidably 
liable to all the Miſeries and Sorrows of this World: 


_— Nor 2. That he wou'd make them liable to more Miſe- 
dWi⸗ ry than they deſerve. Nor 3. That he wou'd make his 
he Ac. noble Creature, Man, ſubject to more Fears, and Sor- 
r, ua rows, and Miſeries, than the Beaſts that periſh. 
hority Q. 15. Was Man then, do you think, from the Begin- 
15-4 ning thus ſinful ? | 
b; A. No ſurely; He mnſt need be at firſt, as it be- 

ler ti comes the Workmanſhip of God, pure, and happy, and 
Us fin good. Eccleſ. 7. 29. "i £2 

f | Q. 16. Why then, wou'd it pleaſe Gad to permit Sin to 
 ATV'Y enter upon the World ? s | 


. Get A. Tho' God's Ways are too deep for us to reach, 
yet we may be fatisfy'd in theſe three Things. 

1. That God was willing to try the Love and Faith- 
fulneſs of his new-made Creature. 


B 2 2. That 


—ͤ—ä—WVn‚ ——— — 


6 A Confirming Catechiſm. 
2. That he wou'd let Man ſee his own Weakneſs and 
Unconſtancy, and his entire Dependance on God. 1 
3. That by the Occaſion of Man's Sin, he wou'd raiſe tl 
eternal Honour and Glory to Himſelf. 
Q. 17. What was the firſt Sin that Man committed? I. 
A. It was the Eating of the Fruit of a certain Tree C 
D 


in Paradiſe, of which God forbid Him to eat, that he 
might try his Obedience. Gen. 3. 3, 6. 
Q. 18. But why wou'd Gad try his Obedience by ſo ſmall 


a Matter? 

A. The ſmaller the Matter was, the more eaſy was the M 
Obedience, and the more Reſpect it gave to God's Au. is 
thority and Command; and the more unreaſonable and M 
ungrsteful was the din and Dilobedience. Gen. 3. 1. ca 

Q. 19. But was it not fit to try his Obedience in ſame H 
greater Wing? 

A. We know not what was the ſpecial Nature of that 
Tree; nor what peculiar Reaſon there might be to for- G0 


bid the Uſe of it: But theſe Things we may know for | 
our Satisfaction; f 

1. That there are many Commands to try our Obedi- ſon 
ence now, that cou'd have no Place in the State that | 
Adam was in. Such are moſt of the Commandments of Ho 


the ſecond Table. 

2, That Man's Nature was fo agreeable to the great teo1 
Commands of the Law, that they were not ſo meet to 2 

try a Voluntary Obedience. And therefore, Cre 

3. God was plea'd to make a free, poſitive Law, which I deb 

was ſuitable to his own Dominion, and to the Trial of 4 

| Man's voluntary Subjection. Gen. 2. 16, 17. whe 
1 Q. 20. But was not the Eating a little Fruit a very mer 
q ſmall Sin? C 
A. Tho' the Matter ſeems to be finall, yet many Il Gra 

heinous Sins were comprehended under it; as, A 


1. There was Rebellion againſt the Sovereignty and I hid 
Dominion of God, that chote that Sort of Command I} cond 
and Trial. | and 

2. There was Pride in Coveting to know Good and 45, 
|f Evil for Himſelf, without due Dependance on God. 
| Gen. 3. 5, 6. recow, 

3. There was great Ingratitude in Taſting the Only A. 

Tree, Biccoy 
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Tree, God had forbidden, while all the other Trees of 
the Garden were liberally granted. Gez. 2. 16, 17. 

4. There was vile Unbelief of the Word of God, and 
Hearkning to the Tempter, more than to the Faithful 
Creator. 

5. There was a wilful Venturing upon that Death and 
Deſtrution, that God had threatned. 

U. 21. Ja finful Nature now conv.yd to all Mankind ? 

A. Ves; It daily appears, that the young Part of 
Mankind does act ſinfully and corruptly, as ſoon as it 
is capable of acting; and we muſt needs conclude, that 
Man having loſt the Integrity and Purity of Nature, 
can't convey it to thoſe that are naturally deſcended from 
Him. Tob 14. 4. Gen. 5. 3. 

Q. 22. What does Sin againſt Gad deſerne ? | 
* It deſerves the everlaſting Wrath and Curſe o 

od. 

Q. 23. Why does Sin deſerve /@great a Punilhment ? 

A. That Sin deſerves fo great a Puniſhment, may, in 
ſome meaſure, appear, if we conſider, 

1. That it is an Offence againſt the Infinite Majeſty, 
Holineſs and Juſtice of the Bleſſed God. 

2, 'That it is a Refuſal of the Holy Law, and Righ- 
teous Government of God. 

2. That it is the Higheſt Ingratitude of a reaſonable 
Creature, that is entirely dependent on God ; and in- 
d:bted to Him for Life, and Breath, and all Things. 

4. It is the Creature's Defilement and Pollution, 
whereby it is made unmeet for the Preſence and Enjoy- 
ment of God. 

Q. 24. I there no Hope, then, that God's Favour and 
Grace may return to the 4555 ! World ? 

A. Yes; Hope and Aſſurance there is, ſince God has 
kid Help upon One that is mighty, and ordain'd a Se- 
cond Adam, a Great Redeemer, that is to reſtore Grace 
and Peace to ſinful Man. Nom. 5. 14, 15. 1 Cor. 15. 
45» 47» 49. _ 

. 25. What may incline you to belizve that God toill 
recover this guilty World ? 

A. Tho' we can't be ſure, that God will certainly 
recover the World, unleſs he tells us ſo; yet when he 
B 3 ; has 
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has told us that he will, we may ſee theſe Reaſons to en- 


tertain the Report ; ft 
1. It's agreeable to his abundant Mercies to pity, and 
help poor miſerable Creatures. Cl 
2. It's agreeable to his Excellent Wiſdom and Good- 
nels, not to ſuffer a whole World of Noble Creatures to tc 
be all loft, and to periſh for ever. E 
3. It will magnify hisWiſdom and Holineſs, to confound 
the Devil, and to deſtroy his Works in the World. ol 
4. It will glorify Divine Wiſdom, and Power, and ſc 
Love, to aftord and apply a ſuitable Remedy in a Deplo- cl 
| Table, deſperate Caſe. I; 
Q. 26. Was it not meet that the Recovery of the World 
ſhou'd be committed to ſome Great, Extraordinary Perſon ? by 
A. Yes. . Very mect and convenient it 1s; for then, K 
1. We may learn more of the Nature, and Excellen- 
ces, and Honour of God by the Perfon and Tranſactions Ir 
of that Recoverer. to 
2. We may earn the Dignity and Excellent Nature A 
of Man, that is, by Him, recovered unto God. 
3. We may hetter learn the Deplorable Condition of 
the World, and the Difficulty of Recovering of it, by be 
the State and Services of the Recoverer. m. 
Q. 27. What is the Work that belongs to the Recot erer th 
gr Saviour of the World ? hi: 
A. All that Work that belongs to an Heavenly Pro- 
phat, High-Prieft, and King. | Sa 
Q. 28. %, muft the Saviour of the World be a Pre- 
pet or Tearher ?P b to 
A The Saviour of the World muſt needs be a Pro- 
phet or Teacher; becauſe, G 
1. He muſt Convince the World of its ſinful, miſera- pre 
ble Condition, and of its need of Recovery to God. 3. 


John 16. 7, 8. 
2. He muſt Declare the Nature, Will, and Kinene!s nel 

of God, that will have the World recovered to Himſelt. me 

Zorn 1. , 18. | 23. 
3. He muſt Declare Himſelf to the World, together | 

with the Meaning of his Works, and the Way of Reco- Ma 

very by Him, De 
29. Does the Werld ther, need a ſpreial Revelation 

from Cad? A. Yes. 
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A. Ves. Great Need there is of a ſpecial Revelation 
from God, and that, on ſuch Accounts as theſe. 

p 1. To help Man's weak and darkned Mind in the Diſ- 
covery of his Relations and Duties to God. 2 Cor. 1. 21. 

b 2. To aſſure us more fully that God will be reconcil'd 


) to the World, and will certainly pardon all our Sins. 
Eph. 2. 12. 

1 3. To teach us how he will provide for the Honour 
of his Holineſs and Juſtice ; that ſo our trembling Con- 

d ſciences may more eaſily believe, that he will be recan- 


cil'd, and will forgive us. As 13. 38, 39. Eph. 2. 
1a, 13, 16. Rom. 1. 17, 18. and _ 3, a6 


4 4. To teach us the Holy Terms and Means, on and 
? by which we mult be reconciPd and reſtor'd to God. 
Rom. 1. 16, 17. Luke 14. 31, 32, 33- 
n 6. To give ſuch full Aſſurance of a Bleſſed Life and 
ns Immortality hereafter, as may powerfully perſwade us 
to do, and bear all that's requiſite in our Way to God. 
re Ads 17. 30, 31. 2 Tim. 1. 9, 10. 
Q. 30. Why muſt the Saviour of the World be a Prieft ? 
of A. It was requiſite the Saviour ſhou'd be a Prieſt, 
dy becauſe he muſt, by a great Sacrifice, make Atone- 
ment to God for the Sin of the World, and then, in 
er the Virtue of that Sacrilice, interceed with God for 
his People. 
o- Q. 31. Why muſt the Saviour effer ſuch an Atoning 1 
Sacrifice to God ? 1 
ro- A. The Saviour muſt offer ſuch an Atoning Sacrifice i 
to God, upon ſuch Accounts as theſe : {i 
ro- 1. To Bark and Glorify the Holineſs, Juſtice and 4 
Greatneſs o God, that was diſhonour'd, injur'd and 


ra- provok'd by the Apoſtacy and Sin of the World. Rom. 


od 3. 29, 26. 1 
2. Jo repreſent to the World the Evil and Dreadful- 1 

ness neſs of Sin, that requires a great Sacrifice and Atone- 1 
ſelt. ment to be made for it. Rom. 8. 3. Rom. 3. 22, 1 
23, 25. — 1 

ther 3. To glorfy and honour that righteous Law that 4 


2C0- Man had broken, and That ſentenc'd him to Everlaſting 
Death. Gal. 4. 4, 5. 
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ing out a Reconciling Covenant into the World, and of 
for being reconcil'd. to Sinners; fince He now appears Ex 
fo be Holy, Pure and Juſt, and yet the Juſtifier # them ( 
that believe on this Reconciler, Rom. 3. 25, 26. P 
2 Cor. 5. 19, 20, 21. Co 
Q. 32. What muſt the Saviour offer in Sacrifice to God ? ſuff 
A. Becauſe he hath nothing Better or more Excellent, tha 
he muſt offer Himſelf in Sacrifice to the Holy God. and 
Heb. 8. 3. Chap. 9. 12. | Sel 
Q. 3 Why muſt the Saviour be a King? He: 
A. He muſt be a King, becauſe he muſt give Holy ( 
Laws and Ordinances to his People, muſt guide and Ex 
govern them thereby; muſt defend and protect them p 
againſt all the Enemies of their Salvation. to! 
Q. 34. What Sort of Perſon, then, muſt the Saviour be ? 
A. An Extraordinary, Glorious Perſon he muſt be; that 
both God and Man, in two diſtin& Natures, and One uni 
8 for ever. yy þ 
5. Why muff the Saviour be God? lot 
A. Fe was roquifire the Saviour ſhou'd be God, on — 
ſuch Great Accounts as theſe. | 31, 
1. That his Submiſſion and Obedience might render C 
the more abundant Glory to God, who had been ſo in- riſe 
jur'd, affronted, and abus'd by the Sin of the World. 4 
Fobn 17. 4, J. the 
2. That His Obedience and Death might be of fo the 
great Worth and Value in the Sight of God, as to make 's 
tull Atonement for Sins, to redeem our Souls, and pur- Div 
chaſe for us Eternal Life and Glory. Phil. 2. 6, 7, 8. men 
Hb. 1. 3. Chap. 19. 15. 2. 
3. That He may be Wiſe and Strong enough to cruſh Wor 
all the Powers of Hell, and of the World, that oppoſe 3 
his People and his Salvation. P/a/m 2. 7, 9, 12. and 


Q. 36. Why muſt the Saviour be Man, as well as God? miſſi 
A. 8 was needful that He ſhou'd be Man, that He to ge 


might be One of our World ; made under our Law, and 18, 


ſo might give us a Pattern of Perfect Obedience; might 4. 
alſo fee! our Sorrows, and die for our Sins; and be a like! 
Mereiful High-Prieſt, able to pity, and out of Pity to 5. 
ſuccour his Brethren. Heb. 2. 17, 18. up i 


Q. 37. Muſt not the Saviour, then, be in two different 
States and Conditions ? A. Ves; 


> 
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J. Yes; It is needful that he ſhou'd; firſt, in a State 


of Humiliation and Meanneſs ; and then, in a State of 
Exaltation and Glory. Lake 24. 26. 
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Q. 38. Why muſt He be in an humbled, mean Condition? 2 Ati 

A. Twas requifite He ſhou'd be in an humbled, mean 227 
Condition, that he might be like to ſinful Fleſh, might 1 - 
ſuffer, and die, and taſte the Sorrows that Sin deſerved ; = . 
that he might alſo ſhew the deeper Obedience to God, ; ol 
and give to his Servants a Great Example of Patience, 21 N 


Self-Denial and Contempt of the World. Rom. 8. 3. 
Heb. 2. 9. Chap. 5. 8. Phil. 2. 8. John 13. 12, to 16. 
Q. 39. Why muſt the Saviour be raiſed to a State of 
Exaltatian and Glory? 
A. Tis very meet, that the Saviour ſhou'd be rais'd 
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to 1 Exaltation and Glory, if we conſider, * 
1. That all Honour and Glory muſt needs be due to | 7 
that Humane Nature, that is ſo myſteriouſly and nearly 4 


. vn Coro þ oy 130g po Þ 


united to the Son of God. Jobn 1. 14. Heb. 1. + 5 
2. That, when He has by Obedience and Sufferings 
glorify'd God on Earth, He may juſtly expect and 
crave to be glorify'd with Him in Heaven. Jobn 13. 
3l, 32. Chap. 17. 4, 5 
Q. 40. But, more particularly, why muſt the Saviour 


riſe from the Dead p 4 
A. As 'twas requiſite that the Saviour ſhou'd die for 10 
the World, ſo 'tis requiſite alſo, that he ſhou'd riſe from 4 | 


the Dead ; and that for Divers Reaſons ; As, | 

t. To ſhew to the World, that he had fully fatisfy'd 1 
Divine Honour and Juſtice, and made a perfect Atone- | 
ment for Sin. Heb. 1. 3. a | 

2. To Confirm his own Doctrine, and prove to the 
World, that he was a Teacher ſent of God. Rom. 1. 4. 

3. To inſtruct his Diſciples further, in the Nature 
and Affairs of his ſpiritual Kingdom; and to Com- | 
miſhon them, out of the Fulneſs of his own Power, ; 
to go and diſciple the World. Acts 1. 2, 3. Mat. 28. 
18, 1 

4. To aſſure his Followers of a Bleſſed Reſurrection, 
like his, from Death and the Grave. 1 Cor. 15. 20, 49- 

5. Fhat thereupon, he might, in due Time, aſcend 
up into Heaven. | 

Q. 41. 


2 Cor. 1. 21, 22. Eph.1. 13, 14. 


— 
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Q. 41. Why muft the Saviour aſcend © to Heaven: ? 
A. When the Saviour has done all his Work on Earth, 
it is meet that he ſhou'd then aſcend to Heaven; and 
that, becauſe, | 

1. That's the Place that belongs to Him, to whom all 
Glory and Bleſſedneſs is due. P/a/m 16. 11. 

2. It may thence appear, how well he is lov'd and 
accepted of God, in all that He did and ſuffer'd for the 
Salvation of the World. Fohr 16. 5, 10, 28. 

3. He muſt there be cloath'd with all Authority and 
Power, to carry on all the Defigns and Affairs of his 
Salvation in the World. Mat. 28. 18. As 2. 36. 
9. 23. 

4. He muſt continually appear before God, and in- 
terceed with him on the beltalf of his People, left be- 
hind him in the World. Heb. 7. 25, 26. 

5. He muſt ſend down a Holy, Divine Spirit from 


Heaven. Jobn 15. 26. Chap. 16. 7, &c. 


6. He ſhou'd be as a Fore-runner, to aſſure his Peo- 
ple, that in due time, they ſhall be receiv'd into Hea- 
ven too. Heb. 6. 20. Jobn 14. 2, 3. 

Q. 42. Why muſt the Saviour ſend down a Divine Spi- 
rit from Heaven ? 

A. It is very meet and requiſite he ſhou'd ſend down 
fuch a Spirit into the World, and that for ſuch Ends and 
Works as theſe. 

1. To be his Advocate and Witneſs to the World, that 
he came from God, and is now gone to God again. 
John 16. 13, 14. 

2. To ſupport his Holy and Myſterious Doctrine, 
which otherwiſe wou'd prove offenſive and ſcandalous 
to the World. 1 Cor. 1. 18, 23. Chap. 2. 4, 5, 14- 

3. To apply and accompliſh the Salvation he has 


purchas'd, by Converting the World unto himſelf and. 


to God. As 11. 21, 24. 1 Cor. 1. 5, 6. 1 Tc. 
15. 6. Titus 3. 5, 6. 
4. To furniſh out a Miniſtry, fitted with Endowments 


and Abilities to gather, and build up a Church for Him 


in the World. Eph. 4. 8, 11, 12, 13. 
5. To be a continued Sanctifier, Seal and Comforter 
to all that believe on the Saviour's Name. Rom. 15. 16. 


43. 
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* Q. 43. Shou'd not, then, the good ue of the Saviour's 


Mort be well ſecur'd ? 
A. Yes, ſurely ; 
1. Tis meet, that God's eternal Counſel, that pro- 

vided the Saviour and his Work, ſhou'd be for Ever- 

more admir'd, by ſome or other, efte&ually brought to 

Salvation. Eph. 1.4, 5, 6, 8. 2 Theſ. 2. 13, 14. 
2, It is not meet, that the Saviour Himſelf ſhou'd 

obey, and ſuffer, and die in vain ; or without being 

ſure that a Seed ſhall ſerve Him. P/a/m 22. 30, 31. 

La. 53. 10, 11, 12. | 
Q. 44. Whom do you take to be the Saviour 25 the World? 
A. It is Jeſus Chriſt, that was born of a Virgin at 

Bethlehem, was brought up at Nazareth, and afterwards 

liv'd at Capernaum, and was crucify'd without the Walls 

of Jeruſalem. Mat. 2. 1. Luke 4. 16. Mat. 4. 13, 

Jobn 19. 17, 18. Heb. 13. 12. 

Q. 45. Why was the Saviour a Few ? 

A. Becauſe God had of old choſen the Nation of the 
Few: to be his Peculiar People, and to be foretold, that 
irom them the Meſſiab, or the Anointed Saviour ſhou'd 
ſpring according to the Fleſh. Gen. 12. 3. AR; z. 
25, 26. Gal. 3. 16. Rom. 9. 4. 5. 

Q. 46. Why was the Saviour born of «a Virgin? 

A. He was born of a pure Virgin, that he might be 
preſerv'd from that Original Corruption, that defiles the 
common Nature of Man; and might be Declar'd to be 
ſome Extraordmary Perſon by his Miraculous Entrance 
into the World. Lake 1. 35. Mat. 1. 22, 23. 

Q. +7 Why muſt the Saviour be Perfectly Holy? 

A. It was needful the Saviour ſhou'd be Perſcctl 
Holy, becauſe He muſt glority God by a perfect Obedi- 
ence, muſt give out perſect Laws to the World, mult be 
a Pattern of perfect Holineſs to his Followers, and die a 
perfect Sacrifice for Sm. Phil. 2. 8. Mat. 5. 44, 45 
48. 1 Cor. 11. 1. 1 Pet. 1. 19. 

Q. 48. Why do you take Feſus Chriſt to be the Savieur 
of the World! 

A. We may well take Jeſus Chriſt to be the Sayiour 
of the World, if we duly conſider, 1. How well the 
Saviour's Perſon, Office and Work agrees to Jeſus 

- Chriſt, 


34 A Confirming Catechiſm. 
Chriſt, as he is deſcrib'd and declar'd in the Writings cꝰ 
the New Teftament. 2. The Prophecies that went be- 
fore concerning Him. 3. The Spirit with which be 
came. And, 4. His Reſurreftion from the Dead. b 

Q. 49. How docs the Saviour s Perſon and Werk age: F 
fo Fejus Chrift ? 

A. It may appear to ſerious Conſideration, that the ol 


S1viour's Perſon and Work can't be more Suitable and — 
Excellent, more Holy and Divine, than is to be {cen 2 
in the Perſon and Tranſactions of Jeſus Chriſt. He. 7 | 
25, 26. * 


Q. 50. Vat is there to commend this Way of 34/:4- 
tion, by the Death and Reaemption of Jeſus Chr tt 

A. This way of Salvation by the Death and . 7˙ 
demption of the Lord Jeſus, as deſcrib'd and declar”d |: 


the New Teſtament, muſt needs be recommended "wy 

N worthy of all Admiration and Acceptation, if 4 
| ſeriouſly meditate theſe Things. 5 
| 1. That this way of Salvation is highly glorious, and * 
I agreeable to the Nature and Excellency of God, v1. ( 
j is Great and Holy, jealous of his Honour, and an Hit-: : 
1 of Iniquity. | * 
1 2. That it is highly Agreeable to his Great Relation R 
} and Authority, as the Supreme, Wiſe, Righter: the 
I Governour of the World ; who therefore may 1'1/!; 1 
{i Demand a Glorious Sacrifice for the Sin of the Word, 4 
1 Heb. 2. 10. | ſhou 
4 3. That it wonderfully magnifies the Mercy, Love, 7] 
ll and Grace of God, in giving ſuch a Saviour and Sac: 3 
a tice for the ſinful, miſerable World. Lake 2. 78. mae 
4 It wonderfully Rebukes and Condemns the Sin <t Ve. 


the World, that muſt be expiated and purg'd away by 4 

the Blood of ſuch a Sacrrfic'd Redeemer. Rom. 8. 3. the 

Feb. 1. 3- * 6 
5. It wonderfully honours Halireſs and Obedience to 18, 


8 


God, by the Obedient Life and Death of the Re- o 
deemer Himel Heb. 5. 8. X Sutfe 

6. It wonderfully glorifies the Son of Ged., the 6. 
Saviour Himſelf, that he wou'd pleaſe to Undertake Lots 
and Accomp!:lh ſo Great a Redemption. Jobr 10. 11, 27. 
477 18. | 


7. 1 
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7. It lays an Honourable and Wonderful Foundation 
for God's calling and inviting the World to be Reconcil'd 
to Himſelf, 2 Cor. * 19, 20, 21. 

8. It is wonderfully ſuited to draw the Mind of Man. 
by the Proſpect of ſo much Love, to the Admiration 7 
and Love of God. —— 3. 16, 19. r 0s 19. 

9. It wonderfully ſuits the Caſe of awakened, wound- 


. 


be accepted thro' ſuch a Redeemer. As 16. 30, 31. 
; Eph. 1. 6. | 
| 10. It lays a wonderful Foundation for the Eternal 
Joys, and TRanks, and Praiſes' of all the redeemed, 
faved World. Rev. 1. 5, 6. Chap. 5.9, 10, 21. Chap. 
9 10. | 
: 51. Where are the Prophecies that went before con- 
” cerning Feſus Chriſt ? 
: A. They are contain'd in a Book, commonly call'd 
che the Old Teſtament, that was given to the Fews man 
hundred Years before Jeſus Chriſt came into the World. 
1 Luke 1. 70. 
* Q. 52. What ſay theſe Prophecies concerning him ? 
<1 A. They fore-tell aud tore-thew almoſt every Thing 
concerning him ; as, 
1. That he ſhou'd have ſuch a Fore-runner, as John 
; the Baptiſt was, to prepare his Way. Mal. 3. 1. Mal. © 
7 4. 6. H 11. 10. Mi. 2. Le , 1. 
4. 2. That he ſhou'd be born of a pure Virgin; and 
ſhou'd be Immanuel, Cad with us. Iſa. 7. 14. Mat. 
es 1. 22, 23. 
1 3. That he ſhou'd carry on his ſving Work without 
much Noiſe, or Show, or Olentaticn in the World. 
Je. 42. bs. % 3. . 12. 16, 17, 19, 19, 20. : 

4. That he ſhou'd extremely ſorrow and ſuffer in 
the World, and at laſt die for our Sins. J/a. 53. 3, 4. 
5, 6, &c. Mark 15. 28. Rom. 4. 25. 1 Peter 1. 
18, 19. Chap. 2. 2 

5. That he mould be meek and patient in all his 
Sutferings. J. 53. 7. 1 Pet. 2. 21, 23. 

6. That his Hands and Feet ſhou'd be pierced, and 
Lots caſt for his Cloaths. P/a/m 22. 16, 17, 18. Mat. 
27. 30. Mark 15. 24. 288 19. 23, 34 37: 

7. That 
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Manner of it. 


A nn 
uw ara er have LOR and honourable Burial, 
a. 53.9. Mark 5. 42, 43, 46. John 19. 38, 39, 40, 41. 
8. That he ſhou'd riſe again from the Bead Ihe * 
8. Pſalm 16. 10. As 2. 25, 26, 27, 28, zo, 31, 
and ſhov'd aſcend up into Heaven. Pſalm 110. 1. Add, 
2. 34, 35- Hſalm 8. 18. Epb. 4. 8. Pſalm 2. 6. 
9: That his Goſpel and Kingdom ſhou'd be oppoſed 
and hardly receiv'd in the World. Ja. 53. 1. John 
12. 37, 38. Rom. 10. 16. Pſalm 2. 1, 2, 3. At; 


4. 34+ 25, 26, 27. 


10. That he ſhou'd pour out an heavenly Spirit, and 


fee the glorious Iſſue of his Redemption in the Call and 


Converſion of the Gentiles. Joel 2. 28, 29. La. 44. 
3. Al, 3. 17, 18. Deut. 32. 21. Rom. 10. 19. 
Jia. 65. 1. Rom. 10. 20. J/a. 53. 10, 11, 12. Chah. 
54. 1, 2, 3. Gal. 4. 27. P/almz. 8. Amos 9. 11, 
12. As 15, 14, 15, 16, 17. 

Q. 53. What was the Spirit with which Jeſus Chriſt 
came? 

A. The Spirit, in, and with which Jeſus Chriſt came, 
was a moſt Excellent, Heavenly Spirit, and ſuch as be. 
came the Saviour of the World ; it was a Spirit of Pro- 
phecy; a Spirit of Power, of Love, and of Wiſdom, 
or a ſound Mind. Rev. 19. 10. 2Tim. 1. 4. 

QQ. 54. How does the Spirit of Feſus appear to be the 
Spirit of Prophecy ? 


9 A. It appears by the many Things, that He reveal' 


and foreto!d among his Diſciples ; as, 

1. His own Sufferings and Death, with the Way and 
Mark 8. 31. Mat. 17. 12, 22. Chap. 
20. 18, 19. Chap. 26. 2. John 3. 14. 

2. Who it was that ſhou'd betray Him into his Ene- 
mies Hands. John 6. 64. Mat. 26. 21, 25. 

3. That his Servant Peter, notwithſtanding his Conf. 
dence, ſhou'd three times deny Him; ſhou'd recover to 
Repentance; and ſhou'd, when old, ſuffer a violen 
Death. Mat. 25. 33, 34. Luke 22. 31, 32, 33, 34 
John 21. 18, 19. ; 1 

4. That his deareſt Companionsſhou'd forſake Hin 
in his Laſt Troubles. Mat. 26. 31. Jobn 16. 37: 

5. That he Himſelf ſhou'd rife on the third Da 
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from the Dead, and go before them into Galileo. Mar. 
17. 23. Chap. 26. 32. Mark 14. 27, 28. Chap. 16. 7. 
6. That his Servants ſhou'd receive a Divine Spirit to 
Work Miracles, and to propagate his Goſpel in the ſi 
World. John 15. 26, 27. Jobi 14. 12. Mark 16. | 
17, 18. Luke 24. 49. Ads 1. 3, 5. Chop. 2. 33. | 
7. That the City and Temple of Fern/e/em ſhou'd, 
in ſhort time, be overthrown ; and the Jews, for their | 
Unbelief, be deſtroy'd by the Romans. Mat. 24. 1, 2+ ! 
Luke 21. 5, 6, 20, 21, 24. Chap. 19. 41, 42, 43, 44. | 
8. That his Goſpel ſhou'd be preach'd about the [ 
World, and the Nations ſhou'd believe on him. Mat. | 
24. 14. Jobn 10. 16, Chap. 13. 31, 32. : 'f 
| 
| 


Beſides, 

9. The Predictions he gave to bis Servants concern- 
ing a great Apoſtacy; 2 Theſ. 2. 3, 4. The various 
Condition of his Church in Future Ages, in the Book DG: 
of the Revelations ; concerning the End of the World, 4. . 
the Change that ſhall be made on thoſe that then ſhall _ | 
be found alive, and the Proceedings at the lait Judgment,, 
with other Things not yet accompliſh'd. 1 The/. 4. 
14, 15, 16, 17. 1 Cor: 15. 5t, 52. Mat. 25. 31, { 
32, 33» 34. f 

Q. 55. How does the Spirit of Feſus appear to be the 2. 
Spirit of Power ? Cy = 

A. It appears to be the Spirit of Power in the Mira 9e 
cles and mighty Works that he did: He over-rul'd the | 
Powers of the Air, and Earth, and Hell; The Powers | 
of the Air, in laying Storms apd Winds by his Word; 
the Powers of Earth, in curing all Manner of Diſcaſes, 
and railing the Dead; the Powers of Hell, in ſilencing, 
the Devils, and caſting them out of the Perſons they q 
had poſſeſs d. Mat. 8. 26, 27. Mat. 4. 23, 24. Mart 4 
1. 34. Chap. 5. 8, 9, 13. 

* 56. How does the Spirit of Jeſus appear to be the 3 
Spirit of Love ? ; 

A. It appears to be the Spirit of Extraordinary Love Love 
to God and Love to Man. 
* 57. Hoo does it appear to be the Spirit of Love to 

oa ? | | 
A. It appears to be the Spirit. of Extraordinary Love 
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to God, in that he makes Love to God to be the great 
Command; Mat. 22. 36, ontir 
the Love and Kingdom of God, John 3. 16. Mat. 4. 
23. continually ſuffers for his Service to God, Fehr 15. 
18, 20. continues all Night in Prayer to God, Luke 6. 
12. continually demands Love and Obedience to Gad, 
Mat. 5. 36. ſubmits to moſt grievous Sorrows and Death 
in Submifſion and Obedience to God. John 10. 17, 18. 
Chap. 14. 31. Chap. 18. 11. ſo that the Spirit of Je/us 
is a Spirit of Extraordinary Holineſs, 


Q. 58. How does it appear to be the Spirit of Love 


Jove ro Man? 
de man. AH. It appears to be the Spirit of Extraordinary Love 


to Man, in that he makes Love to Man his ſecond great 
Command. Mat. 22. 39. is continually and Miracul»uſly 
doing good to Man; Ad, 10. 38. Mat. 4. 23, 24. 


Chap. 14. 14, 15, 19, 20. continually preaching the Way 


of Salvation to Man; Mark 1. 14, 15. Mark 4. 1, 2, &c. 
commanding all Love and Goodneſs towards Men, even 
towards bittereſt Enemies; Mat. 5. 44, 45. and at laſt 
laying down his Life for Men. Luke 22. 19, 20. 
59. How daes the Spirit of Feſus appear to be the 
Spirit of a ſound Mind ? 
A. It appears to be the Spirit of Wiſdom, or a ſound 


Wisdomthe World. 


Q. 60. How does his Wiſdom appear in his Anſwers 
to his Adverſaries ? 
A. His Wiſdom appears there, in that his Anſwers 


are ſo prudent, unexpected, and apt to ſilence his Ad- 


verſaries; as his Anſwer to their Enquiry, concerning 
his Authority; Mat. 21. 23, 24, Cc. his Anſwer to 


their Queſtion about paying Tribute to the Roman Em- 


peror, Mat. 22. 16, 17, c. to their ſuppos'd un- 
anſwerable Objection againſt the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, Mat. 22. 23, 24, 25, Cc. together with his 
Examinations of them, in Order to prevent their further 
captious Queſtions. Mat. 22. 41, 42, Cc. 

Q 61. How docs this Wiſdem appear in the Doctrine of 


ſus Chrift ? 
1 A. There 


7, 38. continually preaches 
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AJ. There muſt needs appear a deal of Excellent, Hea- | 


venly Wiſdom in the Doctrine taught by Jeſas Chriſt to 1 
the World, if we ſclemnly conſider theſe Things. | 


1. That it gives us the moſt Excellent and Worthy 
Diſcovery of the Nature, and Attributes, and glorious 1 
Perfections of the Bleſſed God. John 4. 24. Rev. 4. q 
8. Janes 1. 17. Aﬀs7. 2. Heb. 12. 9. 1 Tim. 6. « þ| 
18. Heb. 4. 13. 1 Tim. 1. 17. | 


pendent the whole World, and all Things therein. are 4 
upon the Will, and Pleaſure, and Power of God, for 4 1 
all their Being, Life, and Perfection. Rev. 4. 10, 11, f 
Chap. 10. 6. Acts 17. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. | 


3. It moſt — Gignities and exalts the Nature: of 


Man, repreſenting Him as a Noble Creature, wonder- 
fully Beloved of God, .and capable of Immortal Joy and 
Bleſfedneſs. 1 Tim. 1. 16. 2 Tim. 1. 9, 10. 


2. It moſt clearly repreſents to us how entirely de- 4 l 
f 


4. It moſt fully reports to us our numerous Obli- 
gations to God, and to his free Power and Love, on the 
Account of Wonderful Creation, Kind Providence, and 
eſpecially Myſterious Redemption by his own Son. Aae 
4. 24. Chap. 17. 24; 25, 26. Mat. 6. 26. 1 Cor. 4. 
20. 2 Cor. 5. 18. LY 


It moſt fully opens to us_the Nature, and Evi), 
i Heinouſneſs of Sin committed againſt God. 1 Jh 
3. 4, 8. Rom. 2. 8, 9. Chap. 6. 23. 


6. It opens to us a moſt Wiſe and Wonderful Method 
oß Salvation from Sin and Death, by the glorious Re- 
demption of God's own Son. 1 John 3. 8. Heb, 2. 
14, 15. Chap. 9. 14, 15, 24, &c. Eph. 3. 9, 10, 11. 


7. It wonderfully honours and reconciles the various 
Attributes of God, as his Holineſs and Juſtice, with his 
Mercy and Grace, in the Way of Salvation there de- 
lecib'd. Rom. 3. 24, 25. Chap. 5. 21, 

| C3 8. It 


t 
+ 
0 
. 
. 
3 
+ 
15 
i 
1 
b 
it 
þ 
[ 
f 


20 A Confirming Catechiſm. 


8. It moſt excellently and fully repreſents and teaches 
us all that facred Duty we owe to God, to our ſelves, 
or others. Titus 2, 11, 12, 14. 


1 It gives che moſt Excellent Account of God's ho- 
ly Ways and Deſigns, in his ſtrange Providence and Go- 
vernment of the World. Rom. 11. 25, 30, 31, 32, 36. 


10. It gives us the moſt Eminent Account of the un- 
ſeen Worlds; the World of Light and Joy above us, 

With the Inhabitants and Employments there; the 
World of Puniſhment and Darkneſs, with the Inhabi- 
tants and Miſeries that are there. Lale 16. 22. Heb. 
12. 22, 23, 24. Rev. 4. 8. Chap. 7. 15, &c. Luke 
16. 23. Mat. 25. 41. Rev. 20. 10. 


11. It gives us the moſt Agreeable Account of the 

Concluſion of this World, and of the Everlaſting States 

and Abodes of Mankind. Mat. 25. 31, &c. Rev. 20. 
11, 32. | 


12. It repreſents and offers to us the moſt Noble and 
Excellent Bleſſedneſs that Humane Nature is capable ot. 
Rev. 21. 1 0 6. 2 


Q. 62. Did Teſus Chriſt communicate the ſame Spirit 
to bis Followers ? 


A. Yes; There was an appointed Time, viz. Pente- 
ceſt; at which, according to his Promiſe, He, in an 
Extraordinary Manner, pour'd out the ſame Spirit on 
his Apoſtles, that they might ſucceſsfully preach and 
propagate his Doctrine about the World. Luke 24- 49. 
Att; 1. 4, 5. Chap. 2. 3, 4, &c. 


Q. 63. But how dies the Reſurrectien of Feſus Chrift 
prove bim to be the Saviour of the World ? Did not other 
riſe as well as he? © 


A. Yes, they did; But there is a great Difference 
; | betwixt 
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betwixt their Reſurrection, and that of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and that upon theſe Accounts, 

1. Jeſus Chriſt often foretold his Reſurrection from 
the Dead. Mat. 17. 23. Chap. 20. 19. 

2. He alledg'd his Reſurrection, as a Sign, or public 
Witneſs for him to that Generation. Mar. 12. 38, 39, 
40. Mar. 16. 4. 

3. He declard he muſt riſe from the Dead, as the 
good Shepherd of the Sheep, and conſequently, as the 
Saviour of the World. John 10. 14, &c. 

4. Others were rais'd by him and in his Name, to 
confirm this, that he was the Saviour of the World. 
Fohn 11. 25, 41, 42, 43, 44 Ad, 9. 36, 37, &c. 

Q 64. What Reaſon have you to believe that Jeſus 
Chriſt is riſen from the Dead? 

A. There is Reaſon enough to believe that he is riſen 
from the Dead, if we conſider theſe Things. 

1. That he often appear'd to the Aſſemblies of his 
Diſciples, yea, to five Hundred of them at once ; did 
eat with them, and teach them the Affairs of his King- 


dom. Acts 1. 3. 1 Car. 15. 6. Job 21. 13, 14, 15. 


2. That his Diſciples were loath to believe he was 
riſen, till he had given them good Aſſurance of it, by 
ſeeing and handling him. John 20. 20, 25, 27. Luke 
14. 10, 11, 38, 39, 40. 

3. That the Apoſtles were commanded to preach bis 
Reſurrection firſt in that City and Country, where it was 
moſt likely to be-diſprov'd, had it been falſe. Lake 24. 
4%, 47s 52» 83. | | 1 

4. That they confirm'd this Doctrine of Chriſt's Re- 
ſurrection with Miracles and mighty Works wheree er 
they came. Mart 16. 20. AA, J. 10. 

5. That many Churches and Congregations of Chriſ- 
tians were ſoon planted in that and other Countries, up. 
on the Belief of Chriſt's Reſurrection, by the Evidence 
that Doctrine brought along with it. Acts 2. 41. Chap. 
4. 4. Chap. 9. 31. Chap. 11. 12, 26. 

6. That the Lord's Day, or Firſt Day of the Week, 
was thereupon ſolemnly obſerv'd in Remembrance of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection from the Dead. FJobn 21. 18, 19, 
26. Acts 20. 7, Rev. 1. 10, 


7. That 


2r 
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7. That the Apoſtles and Miniſters of this E 

, ere not to preach to the World, "ill after Chrif's Res 
TurreCtion ; ſo that their Miniſtry among the Gentiles is 
a Witneſs, that de is riſen from the Dead. Mat. 10. 5. 


Luke 24. 46, 47, 48, 49. Ad, 1. 4, 8. 
8. That the Apoſtles 


and firſt Minifters of this Doc · 


Allſe ; ſince it coſt em Reproaches, Sorrows and Per- 
ſecutions wherever they came. A#s 4. 21. Chap. 5. 
17, 18. Chap. 8. 1. "Chap. 20. 23. 1 Cor. 4. 9. 

Q. 65. Why do you think the Writers of the New 
Teſtament wrote the Truth ? | 

A. There is Reaſon enough to believe that the Wri- 
ters of this Doctrine in the New Teſtament, wrote 
Truth, if we conſider theſe Things. 

I. That two or thrce Witneſſes are wont to be be- 


+ Hev'd; but now, here are eight, who, tho' they all 


joint Teſtimony to the Doctrine concerning him. 
2. That theſe Writers do not pretend to ſet up, by 
their Writings, the firſt Belief of this Doctrine in the 
World; but report it as a Doctrine already receiv'd and 
entertain'd in the World; and entertain'd by Virtue of 
the Extraordinary Evidence and Confirmation it brought 
ſalong with it; for the Truth of which Confirmation, 
they appeal tę Famous Cities and Churches, which could 
each confute and ſhamè them, if no ſuch Confirmation 
had been given. Rom. 15. 18, 19. 1 Cor. 1. 5, 6, 7. 
Chap. 12. 10. Gal. 3. 2, 5. 1 Theſ. 1. 5. Heb. 2. 4. 
A4, 8. 15, 16, 155 Chap. 9. 42. Chap. 19. 6. 
3. That their Doctrine concerning the Saviour's 
cruel, and ſhameful Death, is too ſtrange and incredible 
to be a politick Invention; they cou'd never expect, 
that by any Probability of its own, it wou'd ever pre- 
yail, or proſper in the World. 1 Cor. 1. 22, 23. Ch. 2.6. 
4. That it is altogether incredible, that theſe Writers 
ſhou'd thus make it their deſign to promote and propagate 
the Fame and Glory of one, that they knew to be only 
| a poor Man, ſhametully put to Death, and unable to do 
them any good. 1 Cor. 15. 19. 
| 5- The whole Frame ef their Doctrine conſider'd 
1 : 7 : together, 


/ trine had Reaſon enough to renounce it, had it been” 


write not the Hiſtory of jeſus Chriſt, yet give their 
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together, appears too high, holy, and ſacred, to be an 
humane Invention. Rom. 1. 16, 17. 1 Cor. 2. 6, 7, 
8. 1 Tim. 3. 16. 


6. It appears by the multiply'd Diviſiens of the World 
and — of Chriſtians, that it wou'd be next to 4 


impoſſible for theſe Writers to agree long either in de- 


vifing or maintaining ſuch a ſtrange, unaccountable Doc- 
trine. As 15. 39. Gal. 2. 11, 12, 13, 14. 

7. Theſe Writers are ſo plain, humble, and ſincere, 
they report their own and one another's Faults and Miſ-) 
carriages 3 ſuch Evidence there is of their Integrity, | 
Mark . 32, 33, 34. Mat. 26. 40, 43, 70, 72, 74. 
Lule . 54, 55. Mat. 26. 56. As 15. 39. 1 Cor. 15.9. 


8. 'The Spirit of theſe Writers breathes ſo much Purit 
and Holineſs, ſo much Fear and Love of God, that they 
lainly appear too Religious and good to blaſpheme God, 
I The World, by fuch a deviſed Tien Rom: 11. 
33, 34, &c. Chap. 12. 1, 2. 1 Te. 4. 1. 

9. They breathe too much Goodneſs and Love both 
to the Bo 
poſe upon 'em and delude them. Mat. 5. 44, 45. 
1 Cor. 1. 3, 4. Chap. 16. 23, 24. Phil. 4. 1. 1 Theſ. 
2 7, 8. PDR. 1. 8.” 

10. They freely reprove, rebuke, and chide all the 
Diſciples, that walk not according to this Doctrine; as 


not fearing, that upon their Diſpleaſure, or Revolt, they (/ 


can open or diſcover any Falſhood, or Deceit, in the Doc- 
trine they had receiv'd. 1 Cor. 3. 1, 3. Chap. 11. 17, 
22. Chap. 15. 34. Gal. 3. 1. 2 Tim. 4. 2. 1 Tithe 
5. 20: Tit. 1. 13. 3 Jobs 9, 10. 1 g. &. 3. 

11. It will be found that the moſt ſerious Lovers 
and Followers of theſe Writers and their Doctrine, will 
be the moſt remote from Hypocriſy, Deceit, and Guile 
of any Perſons in the World. 1 Pet. 2. 1, 2. 1 Theſ. 
2. 10. 

Q. 66. What is the Duty, then, we owe to Feſus 


Chriſt, as Saviour of the World? uy to riot | | 


A. We owe him our ſelves and all that we can do for 
t particularly theſe Things muſt be our Duty to 
im | 


1. We ſhould ſtudy to know Him, his Office, and 


Love; 


dies and Souls of Men, to be Willing to im- true? 
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Love, and Works in the Affair of our Redemption- 
1 Cor. 2. 2. Phil. 3. 8. 


2. We muſt believe in him, Approving and Accept. 
ing him as one able and willing to — us unto God and 
Eternal Life. John 3. 16, 18, 36. Chap. 6. 40. 

3. We ſhou'd admire, Love, and bleſs him, as the 
great Lover and Redeemer of Souls. Phil. 3. 3. Eph, 
6. 1 _ 5: — 2. 20. 

4. We ſhou'd be willing to come, and be reconcil'd, 
and reſtor'd to God by him. 2 Cor. 5. 20. Heb. 7. 25. 

5. We ſhou'd gladly receive all his Counſels and 
Commands,. =" Er e Preſcriptions and Ordinances 
he has appointed. Fohy 14. 15. Chap. 15. 14. 1 
Cor. 11. 2. | 

6. We ſhou'd eſpouſe his Cauſe, and Kingdom, and 
Intereſt; and hope, and wait for his Coming again. 
As 15. 26, Fobn 15. 12. Col. 1. 24. 

Q. 67. Has now, this Lord Feſus ſet up a peculiar 
Religion of his own in the World ? © 

A. Yes, He has ordain'd a peculiar Way of Worſhi 
and Approaching to God, which is commonly call'd, 
The Chriſtian Religion. 1 Pet. 4. 16. 

Q. 68. What Difference bas there been in true Religion 
ines the World Began ? 

A. There has been conſiderable Difference in true 
Religion, ſince the World began ; for we muſt confider 
Religion, firſt, as it was exercis'd in the State of Inno- 
cence, before Sin entered into the World; and then as 
it was exercis'd ina State of Guilt, after Sin's Entrance 
into the World. 

Q. 69. How was Religion exercis'd in the State of Iu- 
mcency ? 

A. In the State of Innocency, Man being pure and, 
perfect, had immediate Acceſs to God, and Converſe 
with him, without a Mediator, without a Sacrifice for 
Sin, without ſuch Acts and Services as do make a Con- 


ſeſſion of Sin; but in the State of Guilt, there muſt be 


all theſe. Gen, 1. 26, 27. Chap. 2. 8, 16, 17. Heb. 
8. 7. Chap. 9, 15, Chap. 13. 8. | 

2 70. What other Difference is to be obſerv'd in true 
Religion 2 


A. True 
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True Religion, as exercis'd in the State of Guilt, 
fince Sin entred into the World, is to be conſidered un- 
der this Difference; Firſt, as it was exercis'd before 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Redeemer, came into the World, and 
then, as it is exercis'd ſince. 

Q. 71. How was Religion exercis'd before the Redeemer 
came 

A. Before the Redeemer came, the Exerciſe of Reli- 
gion was attended with Abundance of Types, Ceremo- 
nies and Sacrifices, which did not only confeſs Sin, but 
acknowledg'd alſo that without Shedding of Blood there 
was no Remiſſion, and that the Redeemer was not yet 
come to take away Sin by the Sacrifice of Himſelf. Hes. 
9. 1, 2, 3, &c. 10. 12, 22, 26. 

Q. 72. Why was that Frame of Warfhip aboliſb d, when 
the Redeemer came ? 

A. That old Frame of Religious Worſhip was to be 
aboliſh'd, when the Redeemer came, and that, for ſuch 
_— as theſe; 

It conſiſted of many outward, ſenſible, carnal Or- 
3 which were not ſo agreeable to a more grown, 
and ſpiritual State of the Church. Gal. 4. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
Col. 2. 20, 21, 22. with Chap. 3. 1. 

2. Thoſe Ordinances were Types, Shadows and Fi- 
gures of good Things to come, and ſo muſt ceaſe when 
good Things themſelves were truly come. Heb. 9. 10, 
11, &c. Chap. 10. 1, 12, 14. 

3. They were.numerous, heavy and . and 
thereupon not ſo agreeable to that Eaſe, and Peace, and 
Liberty that the Redeemer wou'd afford to the Sons of 
God. As 15. 10. Gal. 4. 9. Chap. 5. 1, 13. 
Eph. 2. 14, 15. 

Q. 73. What is the State of Religion, now, under the 
. Reign and Kingdom of the Redeemer ? | 
A. The State of Religion now under the Reign and 
| Kingdom of the Redeemer, is m_—_ bright, =_ 
2 excellent, and heavenly ; ſuch as is ſuitable to the N 
ture of God, that is to be worſhipped; ſuitable to 4 
Office of a Redeemer, that ſets it up; and; to the Cale of 
- a ſinful, yet redeemed World. 

Q. 74. How does Chriſtian Reli giew 1 ſuited to the 
8 Nature of God ? A. The 
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A. The Chriſtian Religion appears highly ſuited to 
the Nature and Honour of the Eternal God, if we ſeri- 
ouſly mind theſe Things; volt. how ghts! 

1. It ſummons us to ſtudy and admire the boundleſs 

- Natuie; and” Attributes; PerfeZtion; and Elellodnels of 

the Eternal God, as the Chief Employment of our 
Minds. —_ by. 9. 

2. It ſets up God as the Principal Author and Cauſe 
of all "Worlds, and of all the Goodneſs, Beauty, and 
Excellency that is in any of them. Ads 4. 24. As 
17. 24, 26. Rev. 4. 11. Chap. 10. 6. 

3. It proclaims God and his Glory to be the Nobleſt, 

Higheſt End of all Things; for whoſe Pleaſure and 
Honour all things were decreed, created, and diſpos'd. 
Rev. 4. 11. Eph.1. 11. Rom. 11. 36. 1 Cor. 10. 31. 

1. | 

4. It calls to ſtudy and applaud the Amazing. Lare 

and Grace of God, as the great Spring of our Redemp- 
tion, Eternal Salvation, and all Mercies belonging there- 

unto. 1 John 4. 9, 10. 

5. It calls us to ſtudy and obſerve the Will and Law 
of God, as the great Rule of our Hearts and Lives, 
and to dread whatſoever is contrary thereto. James 2. 
1 „ 38. | | 

6. It teaches us to lay up our Hopes and Joys in the 

x Favour of God, m the Beholding of his Face, and 

Dwelling in his Glory for ever. 1 The. 4. 17, 18. 

Rev. 21. 23, 24. Chap. 22. 3, 4. 

Q. 75. How is the Chriſtian Religion ſuited to the 

Office 95 a Redeemer ? ; 

A. Since 'tis the Office of a Redeemer to fave us 

from all the Enemies of our Souls, and to bring us to 


| God, the Chriſtian Religion will appear excellent! 

| ſuited to that Deſign and Work, if we meditate theſe 
Things. 

* The Chriſtian Religion gives ns an Excellent Proſ- 
ect of the Blefled God, in the Perſon of the Wiſe and 
M:ght „the Holy and Gracious Redeemer. 2 Cor. 4. 6. 
2. It mightily. commends and honours Duty ard 
Holineſs in the Perfect Obedience of the Redeemer him- 
ſelf. Heb. 5. 8, 


3. It 
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3. It loudly calls us off from Sin, by ſhewing the E- | | 
vil and Wages of it in the Agonies and Sorrows of the . 
Redeemer. Luke 22. 44. Rom. 8. 3. / Fre | | 
4. It teaches the Emptineſs and Enmity of the 4 : 
World, by the Redeemer's Contempt of it, and Con- 
queſt over it. Fobn 16. 33. 
5. It teaches us to maſter and ſubdue the Fleſh, by the 1 
Redeemer's Poverty and Meanneſs, and Selt-denial to / 
the Death. 2 Cor. 8. 9. Phil. 2. 5,8. . 
6. It teaches us the Temptations and Malice of the 
Powers of Darkneſs, by the Redeemer's Conflict with 
them and Conqueſt over them. Luke 4. 1, 2, 13, 14. 
| 7. It ſhews us the Reward and Crown God has for his „ 
faithful Servants, in the Joys and Glories to which the , 
a Redeemer is gone. Jobn 12. 26. Chap. 14. 2, 3. 
Q. 76. Hor is the Chriſtian Religion. uited to the Caſe 


of a finful guilty World ? | | 
A. the Chriſtian * will appear wonderfully 14 


| | 
f 
| 


4 ſuited to the Caſe of a ſinful and guilty World, it We. < i il 

conſider theſe Things relating to it ; ro M. e 
* 1. It eminently diſcovers to us our ſinful, guilty State, A. 1 | 
, with the Riſe — Spring. and Beraten it toall the XX. 
. World. Rom. 5. 12. Chap. 3. 9. Eph. 2. 3. W. 


2. It eminently tends to convince the World of Sin 
and Miſery; and of the Tultice,” and” Righteoulnels © 
God in its deſerv'd Condemnation and Deſtruction. 
Rom. 3. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. 

3. Itlays the Beginning of Religion in a deep Humi- 
liation, Grief, and SelF-abaſement for Sin, and ſuch Re- 
pentance as leads the Heart from it to God. Mat. 3. 1,2. 
Chap. 4.17. Ads 3.19. 2 Cor. 7. 10. 

4. That this Humiliation and Repentance may he 
the more holy and deep, it plentifully repreſents to 
us the abundant Compaſſions and tender Mercies of . 
that God, that has been injur'd and provoked by our 
2 ay Jobn 3.16. 1 John 4.9, 10. Rom. 5. 7, 8. Chap. 


4. 
F. It wonderfully prevents and 22 the De } 


bd ſpair of the ſinful, guilty World, in the Help that 13 
mr prepard; the plentitul Redemption and Forgiveneſs 
D that 


i | : De * = 
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| that is provided for the Chief of Sinners., Rom. 3. 24, 
2838. Chap.5.16. 1 Cor. 6. 11. 1 Tim. 1. 15. 


th 
| 6. It wonderfully cuts off the Security and Preſump- f 
tion of the Sinful World, in fully teſtifying, that with- k 


out Repentance and Holineſs there ſhall no Salva- 
tion or —— of God. As 3. 19. 2 e 1.8. Hes. * 


| 12. 14. | 
-Y of 1 calls the Chriſtian to a continual Eight and War 7 
againſt Sm and Corruption within; and againſt the nu- 5 
merous Snares and Temptations that are round about. tha 
1 Cor. 9. 24, 26, 27. Ph 
8. It calls him to expect Hatred and Perſecution in - 
the Way of Religion; from an ungodly, malicious Joy 
World. Mat. 10. 34, 35, 36, 38. the 
9. It ſhews him his Remedy and Cure for all this PL, 
„Sin and Sorrow in the Love and 9 of God by Jeſus 8 
Chriſt. Hob. 12. 2. Suit 
Q. 77. How is the Chriſtian Religion ſuited to the Caſe Wo 
of a redeemed World? Q 
A. The Chriſtian Religion will appear excellently pert: 
ſuited to the Caſe of a Redeemed World, it we con- 4 
ſider ſuch Things as theſe; ties 
1. It eminently illuſtrates and opens that glorious 1. 


| Attribute (ſo little known in the reſt of the World) nifyi 

Wo Goh the Holineſs, Juſtice, and Righteouſneſs. of God, that manc 

+ thence we may ſee the Expediency, Ule and Office of 1 Pe, 
a great Redeemer. Rom. 1. 17. Chap. 3. 25, 26. 1 Fohn 2. 


„ | | in 86 
2. It cenſures and condemns all our Goodneſs and them 
| 4 Obedience, as unable to bear God's ſtrict Tryal and Worl 
| „Judgment; that ſo we may receive the Redeemer as | Mz, 
the Lord our Righteouſneſs, thro! whom we are juſti- 3. 

fy'd and accepted with God. Rom. 3. 20, 21, 22. Erh. Bodie: 

1.68 | tion: 

* fe teaches us to come with holy Boldneſs to the 4. 3, 

bleiſed God, depending not merely on fovereign ab- 64 


ſolute Mercy and Good Will, but on him as fatisfy'd, ¶ accom 

aton'd and reconcil'd by the ineſtimable Death and I all the 

Righteouſneſs of the great Redeemer. Rom. 5.2. Eph. 1 Cor 

2. 13, 14, 18. | : 3. 4 

4. It teaches the truly Chriſtian World _ cutting 
eir 
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their Sins and Sorrows) to live in the Belief of and * 
dependence on the Redeemer's conſtant Interceſhon - 
2 Godin Heaven. Rom. 5. 10. Heb. 6. 19, 20. Ch. 

24. . 
| hy It teaches us all that Love to God, and Joy in . 
him, and Thanks to him, that becomes a World re- 
deem'd from Sin and Death. Rom. 5. 2, 3, 5, 11. Eph, 

3. 20, 21: Fude 24, and 25. YES. 

6. It teaches us a Converſation in Heaven, as thoſe 
that have been Tedeem'd Tor that State and Company. 
Phil. 1 20, 21. Col. 3. 1, 2, 3. Heb. 12. 22, 23, 24. 

7. It 


teaches t prepare and look with Hope and 
Joy for Death, as a departure to the Redeemer and 
Atts 7. 59- Heb. 12. 23. La earn, uAble fig 

So that the Chriſtian Religion is the moſt proper, 1 
Suitable Religion of an apoſtatized, beloved, redeemed \ 
World. 

Q 78. What then, are the peculiar Excellencies or Pro- | 
perties f the Chriſtian Religion? x cel ene FH 

A. The peculiar Excellencies, and glorious Proper- e 
ties of the Chriſtian Religion, are ſuch as theſe ; N· 9 

1. It is the moſt Holy Religion, moſt highly mag- 
nifying God, and his Will and Grace ; molk kr e- 
manding all Veneration, Love and Obedience for Him. 
1 Pet. 1. 15, 16. 

2, It is the moſt Spiritual Religion, prepar'd to dwell 
in Souls, do purge Spirits and Conlciences, to make 
them like the Father of Spirits, and fit them for the 
World of Perfect Spirits. Jobn 4. 23, 24. Rom. 14. 17. 
Heb. 12. 9, 10. Col. 1. 12. Pe 

3. It is the moſt chaſt and clean Religion, purifying 
Bodies, as well as Souls ; Exalting both to Sanctifica- 
tion and Honour. 2 Cor. 7. 1. Rom. 12. 1. 2Theſ. 
4. 3, 4. | 

3, It is the moſt wiſe, agreeable Religion; ſtrangely : 
:ecommodated” to the” patty Sinners Gale, providing 
all the Salvation and Encouragement that he needs. 

I on 1. 24, 30, 31. 

5. It is the moſt humbling, ſelf-abafing Religion, 14 

cutting öf- A Tride,—Evneeif and Böalfing, Eyng 1 
D 2 Foun- 7 


— — ͤ— T 


20 


—ͤ——õ—— —äää—äẽ — 


30 A Confirming Caterbiſin. 
Foundation for all Humility, Meekneſs, and Self-De 
nial. Mat. 5. 3, 4, 5. Rom. 3. 27. Rom.11. 20. 
S | 
6. It is the moſt _quieting, contenting Religion, 
preparing all Satisfaction, Eaſe and Contentment Tor 
h 7 Circumſtances. Mat. 6. 25, 26, Fc. 1 Tim. 6. 6, 7, 
„. 
7. It is the moſt righteous and Juſt Religion ; re- 
niring all Honeſty, Uprightneſs and Juſtice in all 
Tranisctions among Men. Mat. 7. 12. 
' 8, Iris the moſt loving, unitin geful Religion ; 
4 laying the beſt Foundations for all good Union, Love 
and Peace among Men. Eph. 4. 3, 4, 5, 6. Chap. 
3. | 


9. It is the moſt uſeful, *pnblick ſpirited Religion ;® 


commanding all to be ſerviceable to others, and do all 
the Good they can, Heb. 13. 2, 16. 2 Cor. g. 11. 

10. It is the moſt ſincere, diſintereſted Religion 
Commanding all to do their Service and Good in the 
World, not for ſelfiſh Ends, and Worldly Lucre ; but 
out of Love to Goodneſs, and to God that commands 
.. 24 14, 14. 

11 It is the moſt ingenious, thankful Religion; re- 
quiring all Gratitude and grateful Acknowledgmetit to 
be paid to God, as the great Bleſſer of the World, and 


to Men as Conveyers of his Bleſſings. Col. 3. 15. 2 Cor. 
9. 12. WM. mos) va NN Religion} 


— — — 


12. It is the moſt ſweet and joyful Religion, teaching 
us to live in the pleaſant Love of God, in the Taſtes of 


his Love to us, and in the joytul Expectations of living 
with him in his Glory, 1 Thef. 4. 17,.18. Rom. 5. 
I, 2, 3, 5, 11. \nighest wary: o\ Reagon 

Q. 79. Are there any other Commendations of the Chri- 
tian Religion? 


e Klan. Ves; very many; particularly ſuch as theſe. , 


1. The Chriſtian Religion tends mightily to 
and improve Man's Mind and_Underſtanding, by Clin 
kim to converſe with the moſt Excellent and Heavenly 
Objects and Affairs. Col. 1.9, 10, 26, 27. Rom. 12. 2. 


Phil. 3. 20, 21. 1 John 1. 3. 
2. It tends to improve and Exalt Man's Heart and 


— —— — — — — — 


Spirit, 
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Spirit, by ſetting them on God and Heaven, and the 
moſt Heavenly Enjoyments. Col. 3. 1, 2. Rom. 8. 
6. LEG 1 Bo 4» 6, 7s 8. 1 1 1 

. It purges and refines the whole Man, mortifying 4 
an*Land = inſtigating to the moſt noble, maſculine manly | 
and ſpiritual Offices, Duties and Employments. Eph. 4. i= 

17, 22, 23, 32. Rom. 13. 13, 14. 1 Cor. 15. 58. 

Ch. 16. 13, 14. | | 

4. It affords the moſt Wiſe and excellent Rules for 

4 ſpending of Time, and for Government and Conduct of 
Life. Eph. 5. 15, 16. 1 Cor. 7. 29, to 33. 1 Theſ, 
4. 11, 12. 2 Theſ. 3. 12, 13. 1 Tim. 6. 17, 18, 19. 

5. It offers and ſuggeſts the moſt Excellent and 
noble Motives and Arguments to ſupport and en- 
force all our Service and Duty ; ſuch as are taken 
from our manifold Obligations to God, on the Ac- 
count of his Love and Goodneſs in Creation, Pre- 
ſervation and Providence, and eſpecially in his Re- 
demption, and Reconciliation of the World by 
Jeſus Chriſt. Heb. 12. 9. Col. 3. 10. James 1. 17. 
1. Pet. 2. 3. 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. 2 Cor. 5. 19, 20. Eph. 
4. 33. 

6. It provides a moſt Excellent, holy gracious Spirit y 

| for Sanctifymg of Souls, and Nang ten to the — 

„of that Duty that God requires. Eph. 1. 17, 18. 2 Cor. 

| 3. 3. Heb. 3. 10. Rom. 8. , 13, 14. 

7: It propotes and promiſes the molt excellent and 
noble Reward and Happineſs that Man's Nature Is ca- 
pable of. Jabn 17. 21, 22, 23. 1 Cor. 15. 49, 53, 54+ 
4 8: Tov}. $6: 26, Ch. 26, 18. | 
. 8. It affords the beſt Arguments, Armour and 7 

Aid againſt all Temptations and Enticements to Sin / 

- and Ungodlineſs. Eph. 5. 1. Rev. 2. 23. Heb. 4. 13. 

Eph. 4. 30. 2 Cor. 5. 10. Eph. 6. 10, to 19. Jude 
20, 21. | 
9. It affords the beſt Relief and Supports under all 


. 

g the Calamities and Burdens of Tie; ſhewing the 
7 Benefits that may accrue thereby. Heb. 12. 11, 12. 
; Rom. 5. 3, 4, 5. Ch. 12, 12. James 5. 7, 8, 10, 11. 
Ch. 1. 12. | 


D 3 10. It 
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10. It threatens the moſt dreadful Puniſhment 
and Torments to unchanged Sinners; Such that are 
4 only ſuitable to_t ; 's Wrath of an Holy, 

Incenſed God. Mat. 25. 46. 2 The/. 1. 8, 9. Rev. 14. 
10, 11. | 

Q. 80. What elſe have you to commend the Chriſtian 
Religion? ; 

A. Thete are three Things more that eminently com- 
mend the Chriſtian Religion ; as, 


1. It excellently ſerves the Welfare of Kingdoms and 
States. | 


2. It provides the beſt Remedies againſt the Fears of 


Death. 

3. It is by the moſt Excellent Ways and Mearts to 
be maintam'd and propagated in the World. 

Q. 81, How does the Chriſtian Religion ſerve the Wel- 
fare of Kingdoms and States ? 

A. The Chriſtian Religion excellently ſerves the Wel- 
fare of Kingdoms and States, as may appear, if we con- 
fider theſe Things: 

1. The Chriſtian Religion commands all Subiects to 

| hcnoar, ſupport, and obey their Governors and Ma- 
giſtrates. Rom. 13. 1, 2, 7. 

2. It requires all Magiſtrates to rule and govern,their 
Subjects with all Juſtice, Equity, Compaſſion al Cle- 
mency. Rom. 13. 3, 4. 2 a 

3. L. moſt ſtrictly forbids all Cozenage, Guile and 

Wrongs, that are the uſual Cauſes of Antention and 
Complaints. Rom. 13. 7, 8, 9. 1 TP). 4. 6. | 

4. It conquers and ſubdues Pride, Ambition and Co- 
vetouſnels, and all thoſe Luſts, that are The ſecret Cauſes 
of Guile, Injuries and Wrongs. Rom. 12. 16. Col. 3. 
2. Eph.5. 5. - 

5. It enjoins all that Unity, Love and Uſefulne(s 
whereby Societies may proſper and flouriſh. Romans 14. 

19. 1 Theſ.5. 14, 15. . 
6. It eſtabliſhes the performance of mutual Duties, 


both of Superiors and Subjects, and of Subjects to- 
wards each other, on the moſt noble, laſting Princi- 
ples, as Conſcience towards God, and the Remem- 

brance 


e e 


are immortal? 


A Confirming Catechiſm. 33 
brance of a ſtrict and ſevere Judgment to come, Rom. 
13. 5. 2 Cor. 5. 10. | 
Q 82. Moi does the Chriſtian Religion provide the beſt j 
Remedies againſt the Fear: of Death ? | | 
A. The Chriſtian Religion provides the beſt Reme- 1 
dies againſt the Fears and Terrors of approaching Death [| 
7 ſuch ſuitable Means as theſe. | 
| It ſhews us how Sin (that. brought Death into the {| 
World) 15 to be blotted out and forgiven thro* the Death 1 
and Sacrifice of the Son of God. Eph. 1. 7. Cel. 2. 
13, 1 a . 
4 Ir brin $ Life and_Immortality into clearer Li wy 
and y the Reſurrection and Glory of the Lor 
Jeſus. "5 Tis. 1. 10, John 14. 2, 3. 
3. It warrants dying Believers to commit their de- 
arting Souls into the Hands of the Lord Jeſus, to be 
by him receiv'd to Glory. As 7. 59. 
It gives us the fulleſt Aſſurance of a Reſur- 
redtion from the Dead. 1 Cor. 15. 
Q. 83. What Aſſurance have you, then, that our Souls 


A. We are plainly led to believe that our Souls are 
immortal, and die not with our Bodies, when we fſo- 
lemnly conſider theſe Things ; ) 

r The Powers and Operations of the Soul in Reaſon, | 
Will, and Memory, ſhew it to be quite of another Na- | 
ture, and higher Excellency, than the Body that is go- 
vern'd by it. 

2. There isa Natural Conſcience in Man, that teaches 


him to fear Death, as a Paſſage * bp com State and 


World, Rom. 1. 15. Numb. 23. 

3. We find that the Belief of Imoralty, with the 
Hopes and Fears of another World, are neceſſary to the k 
Order and Peace of this in which we live. 1 Cor. 15. 


* 3 
The Redemption and Reconciliation of the Soul to 
Ga by the Death of the Lord EL Tan admirable 
Darn of lt. Escale and Immortality. Nom. | 
8. 10. Heb. 12. 23. 
5. It is not I credible, that all the Stories, that have | | 
been i IH 
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been in all Ages, concerning the * Apparitions of 
222 Souls, ſnould be nothing elſe than Fancy or 

able. 

Q. 84. How is the Chriſtian Religion to be maintain d 
and 8 ? 

A. The Chriſtian Religion is to be propagated by the 
moſt excellent Means imaginable ; ſuch that are ſuitable 
to the Rational Nature of Man, and to the Temper of a 


I AE and therefore not by Tach Means as 
theſe. 5 f 

1. Not Py Cruelty and Force of Arms; which may 
make Men Hypocrites, but will not convince their Rea- 
ſon and Judgment. 2 Cor. 10, 4. 

2. Not by Frauds, Deceits and Impoſtures, which 
are fit only to ſupport a Lye, and not the Truth of God. 
8 Car. 3.19.  2-Pet. 3. 16. 

3. Not by the Power of an implicit Faith, or taking 
it on Truſt from others. Col. 2. 2. 1 John 4. 1 

Q. 85. How then muſt this Religion be propagated ? 

A. It muſt be propagated, as it was at firſt, by ſuch 
excellent, ſacred Means, as theſe. By Purity (in the 
Profeffors of it) By Knowledge (and Acquaint 


Acquaintance with 
it) By Long-ſuffering, by Kindneſs ; (even towards the 
Enemies of it) By the Holy Ghoſt (that _enlightens. 
ſanctifies Souls by it) By Love unfeigned (in Al — 
tertainers of it); By the Word of Truth (preach'd and 
prochim'd) ; By the Power of God (that mult ſupport it) 3 
By the Armour of Righteouſneſs (of Piety and Juſtice) on 
the Right Hand and on the Left. 2 Cor. 6. 6, 7. 

Q. 86. Did the Chriſtian Religion ſoon ſpread at the 
Þr/t Riſe of it in the World ? 

A. Yes; we find that within the Age of the firſt 
Preachers of it, it was ſpread and planted in the moſt 
Famous Cities and Countries of the World ; which is 
very ſtrange and unaccountable ; eſpecially if we con- 
ſider how many Oppoſitions and Hindrances would lye 
in the Way; as, 

1. This 


— 
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* Glanvil's Collection, Relat. 9, 10, &c. Dr. H. 
More'; Antidote againſt Atheiſm, B. 3 Ch. 8, 9. 
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1. This Religion was contrary to all the Pyblick, Er- 
feſs'd Religions in the World. As 28. 22. 

2. It had no open Power, or Force of Arms (as the | 
Mahometan Religion had) to urge and promote it. John 


18. 36. 
3. It had no Laws of Princes or States, to make it 
the Intereſt of Men to entertain or profeſs it. As 16. 
$0, . | 

4. It 2 ſtrange, unaccountable Doctrine along 


with it; as that we mult Bẽ pardon'd and accepted of 
God thro! the Life and Blood of a poor Perſon,” that was | 
crucified at Feruſalem. Acts 17. 18, 32. 1 Cor. 18. 21. lt | 
5. It brought with it ſuch Rules of Holineſs, of . | 
Humility and Patience, of Mortification and Self- - 
denial, as are quite contrary to the Corruptions of + 
Fleſh and Blood. Titus 2. 11, 12, 13. Matth. 5 and 
6 Chap. Col. 3. 1, to 16. Gal.5. 16, &. Rom. 8. 
5, 10 14. 
6. It was preach'd and proclaim'd by Perſons altogether 
Id. 2 4. 


— 


poor, and mean and delpis'd in the Wor 
7, 8, 9. A4, 4. 13. 1 Cor. 4. 11, 12. 

7. It expos'd the Entertainers of it to all manner of 
Reproaches, and Sufferings, wherever it came. 4s 19. 

23. 1 Cor. 4. 9. 2Cor. 6. 4, 5. 

Q. 87. Does any Confirmation ariſe to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, from the quick ſpreading of it in the World ? 

A. Yes certainly, very much ; for it ſeems next to 
impoſſible, that ſuch a Religion, in ſuch Circumſtances, 
ſhou'd fo ſpread and prevail without the Concurrence of 
4 open Miracle and Divine Power; and, if it had the _-. 
Concurrence of open Miracle and divine Power, it muſt · 
needs be of Heaven and of God. Jobn 3. 2. 

Q. 88. May then, the very Belief of Cad incling us 
to the Chriſtian Religion 2  — wa 

A. Yes ſurely ; the Minds that are poſſeſs'd with any 
due Eſteem and Veneration for God, muſt rationally be 
led to the Entertainment and Eſteem of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ; eſpecially if they but ſeriouſly conſider theſe 


—_ 

1. That in the Chriſtian Religion, the boundleſs 

incomparable Glorics and Perfections of God are moſt 
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of all opened, commended and glorified. Rev. 4. 10, 

11. Chap. 15. 3, 4. 1 Tim. 1. 17. Chap. 6. 15, 16. 
2. That there the abounding Love and goodneſs of 

God to Man is molt wonderfully repreſented” and dil- 

cover'd, in Order to regain our Love, and to lead us 


„ home by Love to God. Jahn 3. 14, 16. Eph. 2. 4, 
. 2 Theſ. 2. 16, 1 Fohn4. 10, 16, 19. 

3. That there our manifold Bonds and Obligations to 
the Bleſſed God are molt of all open'd, urg'd and preſt 

upon us. As 17. 24. 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. 

4. That there the Light and Law of Reaſon, Nature 
| „ and Equity is moſt of all diſplay'd, enlarg d and im- 
| "Prov'd. All Lands, where this Religion comes not, be- 
ing found to be the Habitations of Darkneſs and Barba- 
rity. Rom. 13. 7, to 11. Phil. 4. 8. | 

. That there the Works and Laws ; the Providence 
and Government of God are molt of all ditcover'd, re- 
preſented, commended and admir'd. Rev. 15. 3. Rom. 7. 
12. Chap. 11. 33, 36. 

6. That there the due Veneration, Eſteem and Love 
of God 1s molt of all excited, call'd for, commanded 
and cheriſhed. 1 Pet. 3. 15. Rev. 4. 8, &c. Mat. 22. 
37. Rom. 8. 28. 

7. That there an embold'ned, chearful Acceſs to God 
is moſt of all encourag'd, an ounded, viz. in the 
Holy Mediation of the Lord Jeſus. Eph. 2. 18. Heb. 4. 
15, 16. 1 Tim. 2. 5, 6. 

8. That there the Honour and Dignity of Humane 
Nature is moſt of all repreſented, recommended, Tup- 
ported and improv'd. Mat. 10. 28. Heb. 2. 14, 16. 
Col. 3. 10. Phil. 3. 12. 


9. There the Service and Worſhip: of God is moſt 


ſpiritual, rational, plain and pure. John 4. 23, 24. 
Kom. 12. 1. 

10. There the Servants of God are moſt Holy, Con- 
ſeientious, Humble; Sincere; Ckiſte and Clean in Heart 
and Life. 1 Tim. 1. 5. Col. 3. 12, 13, 14. Rom. 13. 


12, 13, 14. ü 
11. There the Worſhippers of God have beſt A 


Deer 
ewarder 


ſurance given them, that 
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Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. Hb. 11.6, 
Chap. 6. 17, &c. 
; 4 89. Since Chriftian Religion is thus excellent, and 
ſure, whence is it, that it no more prevails in the World? 

A. Tho' the Chriſtian Religion is thus Excellent, Di- 
vine and Sure; yet it meets with many Oppoſitions and 
Hindrances in the World ; and that upon ſuch Accounts 
as theſe : 

1. The Nature, and Deſign, and Excellency of the 
Chriſtian Religion is little known and underſtood; and 
ſo, thro' Ignorance, it is deſpis'd and reſected. 1 Tim. 
1. 13. 2 Pet. 2. 12. 

2. The Evidence and Proof of it is but little per- - 
ceiv'd and diſcern'd, and ſo, tis refus'd as a Fable or an 
Uncertainty. 2 Pet. 1. 15, 16, 18, c. 

3. The Natural Temper and Diſpoſition of Man's 


Heart is carnal, and ſenſual, and Earthly, and ſo _con- + 
trary to the Heavenly Spirit of Chriſtianity. 2 Pet. 2. 
10, 14. 

4. The Beauty and Excellency of it is much clouded 
and Uarkned by the ATentone dong and Crete 
of Popery. 3 

t is much diſparag'd and Diſhonour'd in the View 
of the World, by the Contentions and Diviſions of “ 
Chriſtians themſelves. 1 Cor. 3. 3. Gal. 5. 15. 

6. It is miſrepreſented and reproach'd by the unholy 
and unſuitable Lives and PFattices of them that profeſs 
. % 

7. It is Date and oppox'd by thoſe cl Siri. 
or Powers of Darkneſs, that we call Devils. 2 Cor. 4. 
. . 0 18. Th. 3. 6 | 

Q. go. How does it appear, that there are ſuch evil 
Spirits or Devils ? 

A. That ſuch evil Spirits there are, as we uſual] 
call Devils, will appear by calling to mind the 
things. | 

1. It is ſtrange that all Nations ſhou'd ſo incline to 
Idolatry, or to the Worſhip of ſach falſe and fooliſh Gods, 
were there no ſuch Spirits to ſeduce them. Levit. 17. 7. 
LC. 13. . 6. 2. 2. 


2. Were there no ſuch evil Spirits, it's ſtrange — 
len 
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9 appear. « 


the great God, or ene they would make ba deous Work 


3. That they chiefly ſeek the Souls of Me en, rl woul, 
7 get Poſſeſſion of them when they are Dead, and gon 


x Religion and that the Chriſtian Religion is $ the gre: 


fem Sweden, at the Endof it, by Dr. Horneck. 
Records in Scotland. 
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Men (as bad as they are) ſhould be ſo hurry'd and 


drawn to all Manner of r ew 
nour, Life and ro and all Rules of Self-Preſerva- 
tion. Mat. 27 
They — 8 had extraordina er 7 
polleſs and torment Men's Bodies. Mark 5. Br 
2 4. 7 13, to 17“ 
2 have often appear'd and made great Diſtur- 
lms | in Diverſe Places. + 
5. Some or other in A Ages, have been found | in 
ſolemn Covenant and Agreement with theſe evil Spirits. 
1 Sam. 28. 7. 2 Chron. 33. 6. 
6. They yet appear to receive Homage and Worſhip 
in ſome Places of the Earth (). 
Q. ot. What Confirmation ariſes to Chriſtianity from 
the Hiſtory of theſe evil Spirits ? 
A. Much every way, for theſe ſeveral Things do 


. That true and certain is the Chriſtian Account con- 
cial "the Numbers, Deſign and Power of theſe evil 
Spirits, and their conſtant Exmity to God and Man: 
Mark 5. 9. Rev. 16. 14. Chap. 12. 9. 

2. That they are continually under the reſtraints 0 


in the World. Rev. 20. 2, 3, 7. Lale 


trom this World. Lake 16. 23. Mat. 25. 41. 
4. That they are in continual War with Chriſtia 


Una 


— — 


8 See Glanvill's Collection, together with the Acccun 
＋ Sadduciſmus Debellatus, A Fon nic calcd fret 
Dr. H. More's Antidote againſt Atheiſm, B. 3. Cha) 


, 9. 
* Mr. Cotton Mather's Wonders of the Invifble WI orla 
Mr. Increaſe Mather's Remarkable Providences. 


) See the Life of Mr. Eliot of New- England, Part: 
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Underminer and Oppoſer of their Defign and Werk in 
the World. TFobn 10. 21. Mat. 8. 29. Ii ie 10. 17. 
1 Fobn 3. 8. : | PEI 

Q. 92. But did the Lord Chrift give no Forewarnings of 
the Blacks and Hindrances, that Chriſtianity ſhould” meet 
with in the World? 10 ; 

A. Yes, he has. given many and plain Predictions 
and Fore-warnings of the Oppoſitions and Hindrances 
that we have ſeen and found, againſt the ſpreading of 
Chriſtian Religion; particularly of ſuch Things as 
theſe : 

1. That there would be much Hatred and Perſecution 
of his Truth and Servants in the World. Mat. 10. 22, 
Fohn 180 18. As 20. 23. 2 Tim. 3. 13. 

2. That many Offences and Scand:ls would arite 

among the Profelforsof his Name and Golpel. Nat. 18. 
1 Cor. 11. 19. 

3. That Diviſions and Brezches there would be among 
his Diſciples. Mat. 10. 35, 36. : 

4. That Deriders and Scoffers would ariſe, that 
laugh at Religion and them” that Practiſe it. 2 Pet. 3. 
Js 4. | 
| 4 That many Apoſtaſies there would hg. and De- 
Fartures from the Faith ; particularly one great One, 
under the Man of Sin, and the Management of the 
Devil, in a great and long Oppoſition to and Perſe- 
cution of the true Servants of Chriſt; which is ge- 
nerally taken, by Proteſtants, to be the Papacy, or 
Church of Rome. Mat. 24. 14. 1 Tim. 4. 1, 2. 2 Theſ: 
2. 3, 4. 


Q. 93. How is the Chriſtian Religion to be pudlickly 


oron d and prafgſi'd in the World ? 

A. The Chriſtian Religion is to be publickly own'd 
and proteſs'd in the World, by Chriltiavs Unitiag into 
Holy Afemblies or Churches; and Attending there, 
upon that Publick Worſhip that Chriſtianity does pre- 
icribe. Mat. 28. 20. 1 Cor. 14. 33. X 

Q. 94. Wherein does that Warſhip con ſiſt ? 

A. The Publick Chriſtian Worſhip does chiefly 
conſiſt in the Miniſtration of the Goſpel, in the Ce- 
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lehration of the Sacraments, with ſolemn Prayer 


and Praiſe. A#s 2. 41, 42, 46, 47. Chap. 4. 23, 
24, 31. Mark 14. 22, 23, 26. 1 Cor. 11. * & 


to v. 27. 
Q. 95. Why muft Chriftions unite into Aſſemblies or 
Churches for Publick N _ ? 

A. Since the whole Church or Company of Chri- C 
ſtians on Earth can't meet together for ſolemn, publick P 
Worſhip, 1t 1s meet that they ſhould be divided into con- = 

1 
WV 


f venient Aſſemblies or Churches for publick Worſhip ; 
ee and that, Tor Tuch Realons as theſfſmme. 
Aq. 1. It is but meet and juſt that the Great God of 
+ the World ſhou'd be publickly own'd, honour'd and 
worſhip'd by all that know and love him. Nom. 10. fh 
42, fo 15. th: 
2. It is meet and juſt that the Redeemer's Name 
and Glory ſhou'd be openly confels'd” and celebrated by 
all his People. 1 Cor. 1. 2. 
3. The Goſpel of the Lord Chriſt is moſt uſefully 
preach'dtoTuch Aſſemblies met together. Acts 1. 15. 
Aas 5. 19, 20. 
4. The Lord Chriſt has appointed Ordinances, tht 
are to be adminilfred in Tach ATſemblies, and to be Bonds 
of mutual Union and Love. Mat. 18. 19, 20. A#; 2. 
42. 1 Cor. 5. 4, 5- Chap. 10. 16, 17. % 
5. Chriſtians have need of ſuch Aſſemblings toge- 
5 ther for mutuat Acquaintance, and Increaſe in Ho 
lineſs, Peace and Love. As 9. 31. Heb. 10. 23, 24, 


8 
2. 96. Why wou'd the Lord Chiriſt add Sacraments te 


his Goſpel ? | 
A. Tho' his Will and Appointment may be Satis 


faction enough to us, yet may we fee Reaton epougi 
for theſe two Sacraments, if we conſider theic 
Things ; 

1. That hereby the Lord Chriſt has conſulted th: 


Weakneſs of our Underſtandings and Minds, in gi 
ving us viable Signs and Tokens of the Great Bene 


fits and Bleſlings centained in his Goſpel. 1 Cor. 11 
24, 235. 
| 2. TN: 
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2. 'That he wou'd confirm our Faith and Hope by 


joining viſible to ovenant and Promiſes. Mat. 
26. L 28. 
3. Tha he wou'd by ſuch open and ſolemn Bonds, 


the more firmly engage his Protetiors to be true to hun 
and to his Goſpel. Rom. 6. 4. Gal. 3. 27. 

4. That hereby he viſibly proclaims his Name and 
Oflice To th © Wand 38d At up Publick Notes and} # 
Pledges of his Religion, and of its continuance and / 

Deſcent from Age to Age. Jabs 13. 8. Rem. 6. 3, 4. 
Mat. 28. 19, 20. 1 Cor. 11. 26. ( 

Q. 97. Muſt there, then, aluays be a Miniſtry in the | 

Warld ? * 
| A. Yes, The Lord Chriſt has ordain'd, that there 
d. fhould be an Office of Sacred Miniſtry in all Ages; and 


that becauſe, 1 
e 1. His Goſpel is to be continually preach'd, that Sin- a 
Dy ners m̃ay be call'd and converted unto him. Mat. 28. 
19, 20. 2 Tim. 2. 2. 
ly 2. His Ordinances are ſolemnly and ſuccefively to_be | 
5-H adminiſtred. i Cor. Ti. 26. . 


. His Churches are to be ſtill guided, and his People 
hat bull up in Melt wot Holy Religion, and confirm'd in 
ds Hope, and Love, and Joy, till they come to Heaven. 
2. Eph. 4. 11, 12, 23. 

| — 98. Why hau Prayer be a Part of Public Mar- 

Se- , | 
Ho- A. Since Chriſtian Religion eſtabliſnes all our Natural 
24, Duty to God, it muſt needs eſtabliſh Prayer, and ſet 
it up as Part of the Publick Honour and Worſhip. of 

:: 1 God, for, 
| 1, Thereby we acknowledge our Wants, and Sins, ! 
Satil and our entire Dependence on the Power and Metcics ' 

dug of the Gracious God. Phil. 4. 6. 1 Fobn 1. 9. Mat. 

thei 6. 11, 12, 13. 1 
2. Thereby we acknowledge and own the boundleſs / 
1 the Knowledge and Wiſdom of Gel, who knows the Hearts J i 
n £ of all his Worſhippers and their Caſes, and Requeſts in | 
Bene all Places of the World. Ad, 1? 24. 1 


E 2 3. Thereby | 
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3. Thereby we acknowledge and glorify the All-ſuf- 
fictency, Power and Gogdnels of God, who is able to 
help and ſupply his Worſhippers in all Places. Mar. 6. 
13. As 4. 23, 24, 29. | 
** By Eraxex. all facred Ordinances are ſanctify d and 

eſt. 1 m. 4. 5. 

5. Thereb 11 the Worthineſs of the Mediator is 

y * and Profeſs'd, in whoſe Name all Chri- 
ſtian Prayers are to be made. Fohn 15. 23, 24, 26. 

Q. 99 Why fhould the Praiſes of God be a Part of 

Hriſtian Warſhip ? 

A. Theſolemn Praiſes of God (containing our Blef- 
fing of him, and Thanks to him) may well be a part of 
Chrithdian Worſhip, if theſe Things be conſider'd ; 

1. The Chriſtian Religion moſt -eminently declares 
the Love and Grace and Mercies of God 3; particuſarly 

74 the Great Work of Love and Grace in the Redemption f 
; 

\ 


and Reconciliation of the World by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ſo, it moſt eminently claims our Praiſe and Celebra- 


tion of God, and of his Love and Works, Eph. 3. 20, 


.. IL | : 

2. 'The Servants of the Lord Chrift are to look upon r 
themſelves as redeemed from Sin and Hell, and ſo are 
oblig'd to applaud and praiſe their God and Redeemer, 7 
Rev. 5. 5, 6. JF . 

3. The Chriſtian Religion is to raiſe and cheriſh in cl 
Souls, all holy Peace and 4 "God, and in his Love te 
and Favour, which Joy is well expreſt by Singing and of 
Celebrating his Praiſes. Fph. 5. 1. = 

. Chriſtianity is to train up holy Souls in that work th 
of Divine Love, Admiration, Thankfulneſs, Applauſe, tic 
"that is to continue and be perfected in Heaven. Col. 1. 

11, 12. . tio 

Q. 100. L it not meet, then, that there ſhould be ted 
one known Day ordinarily ſet apart for this Publick War- hi 

ip? W. 
e,; very meet and juſt it is that one whole Day, in Sy 
a certain number, ſhou'd be ordinarily and openly ſet a- 15 
part for Divine Service and Worſhip; and that will ap- / 
pear, if we conſider, cele 


1. That 


1. That by the conſtant Obſervation of ſuch a Day, 


the more open and ſolemn Reſpect and Honour is paid / 
unto the God of all our Time and Days. Rom. 14. ©, 


Rev. 1. 10. 

2. There is a Holy and Comely Concord and Com- 
munion preſerv'd among the Servants of God, while 
they all deſign to gather about Him, and to ſeek and 
ſerve him, as near as may be, on the {ame Day, and at 
the fame Time. 1 Cor. 16. 1, 2. As 20. 7. 

3. God's work is uſually manag'd with too much 
Carelemeſs and Diſtractiõn, while it is perform'd amid{ 
the Daily Hurries and Affairs of Life and of the 
World. - 


- Our corrupted carnal Souls have need of a 
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whole Diy Trequermtly returning, That We may more 
freely converſe with God, and grow more Spiritual 
aud Heavenly, and more meet for a Departure to Hea- 
ven. | 

5. By the obſervation of ſuch a flated Day, Religion 
13 molt likely to be Tupported; ſpread and propagated 
round about. 

Q. 101. But why could that Day be the firſt inthe 
Week ? : | 

A. Since God did, ſrom the Beginning of the World, 
chuſe one Day ina Week, or one iu ſeven, to be Holy 
to himſelf, the Chriſtian Religion will more ſtrongly 
oblige us to that Proportion of Tine; but, that it 1s 
meet that the Day of Publick Worſhip ſhou'd now be 
the firſt of the Week, will appear upon theſe Conſidera- 
tions; 

1. It is meet and juſt that the great Work of Redemp- 
tion (which includes Creation and Providence, and per- 
tects them) ſhou'd determine the Day of Divine Wor- 
chip; and determine it particularly to that Day in the 
Week, on which the Redeemer fhniſh'd his meritorious 
Sutterings and Death, and roſe again fram the dead. 
Exod. 13. 3, 4. Deut. 5. 15. 

2. It is juſt and meet that we ſhou'd remember and 
celebrate that Day, on which the Redeemer, after, all 
his Sorrows, was declar'd the Son of God with Power, 
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the Firſt-born of every Creature, the Firſt-Fruits of 
them that ſleep, and enter'd upon his glorious Lite and 
Reign. Rom. 1. 4. Co!. 1. 15. 1 Cor. 18. 20. Rom. 6. q. 


3. Since we are redeem'd unto God, it is but juſt and 


decent, that, in the Weekly Portion of Time, the firſt 
of our Days, and Thoughts, and Services ſhould be 
dedicated to G d. Exo. 12. 2. Chat. 13: 2. 

Q. 102. What Confirmation ariſes to Chriſtian Re- 
ligion from the Continuance of this Publick, Chriſtian 
Worſhip ? 

A. Much Confirmation hence ariſes to the Truth 
of Chriſtian Religion; for, here are four Publick 
Seals or Witneſſes, namely, The Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel, the two Sacraments (Baptiſm and the Lord's- 
Supper) together with the Lord's Day, which are as 
old as Chriſtianity it ſelf, and are deſcended thro' all 
Ages, down to us, as ſo many Tokens and Pledges of 
the Truth and Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion. 

Q. 103. How long muſt this Frame of Worſhip con- 
tu?! 

A. It muſt continve as long as there are any Sinners 
to be call'd and brought r —— to 
de built up in Faith and Holineſs; and that will be, 


the Lord Chriſt come to Judgment. - Eph. 4. 11, 
12, 1). Co. . 20. 

ia. What Reaſon is there to expect another Norlu 
and a Tucgment 10 erm? ® | 

4. Since Sin and Confuſion now reigns, great Rea- 
en there is to expect angther Life and World, and a 


ca— 


7 


F ghlebus Judgment to come, and that upon theſe Con- 
fderations ; 

1. Since God is the Governour of the World, it be- 
comes him to Thow that he loves Righteouſneſs, and hates 
miquity, and therefore, will call the World to a ſtrict 
Account. Rom. 2. 3, 5. Chap. 3. 5. 6. 

2. Were there no Life and Judgment to come, the 
Great Tyrants and Oppreſlors of the World, that have 
Tcign'd in Villiny and Blood, will have none to judge 
and puniſh them. 


3. Were 


Dans band font 
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3. Were there no Life and Judgment to come, all 
the Wickedneſs of the Heart, and all the Sins of Thought, 
and "Deſign, and Contrivance [Which mult needs be Y,,-., | 
hateful to a Holy God) will be for ever diſregarded and 
unpuniſh'd Rom. 2. 15, 16. | 
4. Were there no Judgment to come, all the faith- 
ful, ſuffering © Servants” of God "mult Tole by their 
Service, be caſt off and go unrewarded at laſt. 1 Cor. 
15. 18. 
os If there be no Life and Judgment to come, 
all Men will be tempted to do af the Evil and Mi- 
chief, that they can keep ſecret and conceal'd. 
Q. 105. But why ſhould there be one Great, Solemn 
Day for the Publick Judgment of the whole World ? 
A. It is meet, that at the End of the World, there 
ſhould be a Gr le a Publick, Uni- 
verſal Judgment of the World; and that for ſuch Ends 
and Reaſons as theſe ; Reagond 


1. Then ſhall MANY glorious Attributes of God - 
epenly ſhine ; as his Heart- ſearching Knowledge, his 
Floline!s, Jullice, Power — mg N 2 8 
2. Then ſhall the Holy Law, and Golpel, and # 
Governnient rr God” be vindicated, executed, and. 
| Fonour'd, before” Angels and Men. Rom. 2. 10, 12. 
2 Te. 1. d, 10. ä 


- 


7 3. Then ſtall Sin and Wickedneſs, that now ſo much 4 
1cigns, de openly aſham'd, contounded, and condemu'd. # 
p A... & fo > bp Ge LE 7 amy , 
1 4. Then ihall the holy, . ſuffering, abus'd Servants of # 
* God be openly acknowledg'd, honow'd; and crown d. 
2 Thel. I. 6, 7. 
e- 5. Then ſhal! the dark myſterious Providences of God . 
es be open to the World, and his Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs 
& and Goodne:s therein, be publickly vindicated and glo- 
rity' d. Rom. 2. 5. 
he 6. The Fore-warning and Fore-knowledge of that “ 
ve Day may well be ſent” unto Te Wörfd to keep it in 
ge Feir and Awe, and to quicken God's Servants in all x 


Holy Diligence. 2 Pet. 3. 14. 


ere | Q. 106, 
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Q. 106. Muſt there not be a Reſurreftion of the Dead 
at that Day? | 

A. Yes; at the Univerſal Judgment of the World, 
it is requiſite there ſhould be a Reſurrection of the 
Dead; and that, becauſe, 

a. Man, according to the Law of his Creation, is 

not compleat and whole without his Body. Gen. 2. 7. 

2. It is but juſt, that that curious Part of Man, that. 
had been Companion either in Sin and Rebellion againſt 
God, or i Services and Sufferings for God, ld 
— be Partner in the Puniſhment, or in the Re- 
ward. 

Q. 107. Who muſt be Judge at that Day? 

A. The Lord Jeſus, the Redeemer of the World, 
the Head of Angels and Men, will be the Judge at 
that great Day. Act, 17. 31. 

Q. 108. Why muſt the Lord Feſus be Fudge at that 

5 


ö 


3 a 

A. It is very ſuitable and meet, that the Lord Jeſus 
ſhould be Judge at that Day, if we conſider ſuch Rea- 
ſons as thele : 

1. He has, by Virtue of his Redemption, obtain'd of 
God, all Power in Heaven and in Earth; and it be- 
Tongs to That Fulnels of Power, to determine_of Life 
and Death. Rev. 1. 18. Rom. 14. 9. 

2. He himſelf was unjuſtly accuſed, condemned, and 

* executed in this World ? Nis juſt then and mect, that he 
"Thould employ his Authority to do himſelf Right, and 
do Judge and condemn his impenitent Accuſers and 

Judges, Rev. 1. 7. | 
: 5 He has ſent out his holy Goſpel into the World 
+ It 


comes him then" to examine and judge who have 
been obedient or diſobedient to his Goſpel. 2 The/. 
. % © 3 

4 The great War, that has been in all Ages, has been 

eſpecially carry'd on àgainſt him and his Affairs In the 

\ World; 'tis requiſite then, that he come, and call his 

Enemies to an Account; and vindicate himſelf and his 
Glory. Rev. 17. 12, 13, 14. 
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A Confirming Catechiſm. 47 
5. It will be for the greater Joy and Triumph of his 
hated, periecuted Servants, to ſee their Lord come to / 
plead, and Jũſtify their Righteous Cauſe before Angels 
and Men. Rer. 7. 14, 15. 

Q. 109. Should not, then, true Chriſtians lang and 
wait for that Day ? 

A. Yes ſurely; 'twill be the Day of their Publick 
Eſpouſals to their Glorious Lord =: Tead; the Day of 
their bleſſed Coronation and Admittance into the E. 
ternal Kingdom; io that they may well Ick. and 
long, and” Walt for that joyful Day, and with Earneſt, 
Importunate Defires cry out, Come, Lord Jeſus 3 Coma, 
quickly; Rev. 22. 20. Amen. Yeb. 9 VS8- 
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HE firſt Set of Catechiſms and Prayers; 

the Religion of little Children under — or 
eight Vears of Age. The ſourth Edition. Price 2 4. 
or "Y and 6 d. per daxen. 

The ſecond Set of Catechiſms and Prayers; or 
* Helps to the Religion of Children, and their Know- 
edge of the Scripture, from ſeven to twelve Years of 
Age. The third Edition. Price 6 4. or 5 7. per dozen. 

3. The Aſſembly's Catechiſm with Notes; or the 
| ſhorter Catechiſm compoſed by the Aſſembly of Divines 
at Weftminſfter 3 to which is added, a brief Lxplication 
of the more difficult Words and Phraſes contained in it, 
= the Inſtruction of Youth at twelve or fourteen Years 

Age Price 4 d. or 3 . per dozen. 

4. A Preſervative from the Sins and Follics of Child- 
hood and Youth, written in a way of Queſtion and An- 
wer. To which is added, 2 large Catalogue of re- 
marxable Scripture Names, collected for the Ule of 
Children, and explained for their better Acquaintance 
with the Holy Scriptures. The iccond Editton, Price 
6 f. or 5 5. per. dozen. 

g. Prayers for the daily Uſe and Imitation of Chil- 

ten, ſuited to their different Ages, and the various Oc- 
cauens of their younger Years: Together with In— 
fractiohs to Youth in the Duty of Prayer, drawn v 
oy way of Queſtion and Anſwer, and a ſerious Addrcls 
to them on that Subject. The third Edition. Price 13. 
or 9 J. per Zen. 

The Art of red ling and writing Engliſſi: or, the 
N Principles and Rule 5 of pronouncing Our Moths er- 
Tongue, Loth in Proſe and Verſe; with a Variety of 
Inſtructions for true Spelling. The fourth Edition. 
Price bound 1 5. 


| 7. Logick: 
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BOOKS printed for, c. 
7. Logick: or, the right Uſe of Reaſon in the En- 
quiry after 'Fruth ; with a Variety of Rules to guard 
againſt Error, in the Affairs of Religion and Humane 
Life, as well as in the Sciences. The fifth Edition. 
8, The Knowledge of the Heavens and Earth made * 
eaſy : or, the firſt Principles of Aſtronomy and Geogra-' 
phy: With the-Ui: of Globes and Maps. The ſecon/ 
Edition. 
A theſe by the Reverend J. Warrs, D. D. 


Now in the Preſs by the ſame Author, the 
RL following, viz. 


1. Sermons on various Subjects, divine and moral. 
with a ſacred Hymn ſuited to each Subject. The fifth 
Edition. 

N. B. This Edition will be in two Volumes, 8. all 

the former Editions were in three Volumes, 1 2779. 

2. Philoſophical Eſſays on variqus Subjects, viz. 
Space, Sabſtance, Body, Spirit, the Operations cf the 
Soul in Union with the Body, innate Ideas, perpetua! 
Conſciouſneſs, Place and Motion of Spirits, the d. 
parting Soul, the Reſurrection of the Body, the Produc. 
tion and Operations of Plants and Animals ; with ſome 
Remarks on Mr. Lcke's Eflay on the Humane Under 
ſtanding. To which 1s ſubjoircd, a brief Scheme «of 
Ontology ; or, the Science of being m general with its 
Aﬀettions. The {cond Edition. | 

3. Rliſcellaneous Thoughts, in Proſe and Verſe ; on 
natural, moral and divine Subjects. Never befire printed 


